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judicious and proper, he then inform the House 
whether some or all the estimates for the service of 
the year 1838 already submitted, for fortifications, 
the improvement of harbors and rivers, the esta- 
blishment of light-houses, beacons, and buoys, the 
construction of roads, the service of the Indian 
Department, and for all other purposes, cannot 
be reduced without injury to the public service; 
and if such reduction can be made, that he de- 
signate what proposed appropriations may pro- 
perly be reduced, and how much; and further, 
that he inform the House whether some of the 
appropriations already made may not, without 
material injury to the country, be suspended for 
the present; if so, to designate them; also, that he 
inform this Honse whether, if all the appropriations 
made are expended, and those proposed are 
made, the amount now in the Treasury, or esti- 
mated to come into it during the present year, 
will be sufficient to meet them; and, if not, what 
will be the deficit, and in what manner it is pro- 
posed to be met. 

The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
76, nays 60, requiring a majority of two-thirds. 

DIVORCE OF GOVERNMENT AND THE PRES= 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted some since by 
Mr. Hopkins of Virginia: 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of 
five members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into all such abuses as may exist in the administra- 
tion of the legislative branch of the Federal Go- 
vernment, with a view to the speedy correction of 
the same by the adoption of such a system of re- 
form and retrenchment in the contingent expenses 
thereof as the public good may require; and that 
the said committee be instructed also to inquire into 
the expediency of divorcing, by law, the Govern 
ment from the public press, by prohibiting, in fu- 
ture, every officer thereof, in his official capacity, 
from employing any conductor of a political jour- 
nal to execute any portion of the public printing. 

Mr. BOND resumed his remarks in support of 
the resolution, and continued till the expiration of 
the hour. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting information on the subject of the sale of the 
United States lead mines; which, on motion of Mr. 
McKAY, was laid on the table. 

COMMISSION OF CLAIMS. 

The House then again went into committee, 
Mr. CORWIN in the Chair, on the “bill to esta- 
blish a board of Commissioners to examine and 
decide certain claims against the United States.” 

The question was on the amendment of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio (who had reported the 
bill) to appoint the Commissioners during good be- 
havior, with a limitation to the age of 65 years; 
and the question pending was on the following 
amendment to Mr. WHITTLESEY’S, moved by 
Mr. HENRY: 

“* And to serve for three years, one for six years, 
and one for nine years; and at the termination of 
these respective periods, and every nine years 
thereafter, a new appointment of one commissioner 
shall be made as aforesaid, to serve for nine years.” 

On moving this amendment, yesterday, 

Mr. HENRY said he was satisfied with the ge- 
neral principles of the bill now before the commit- 
tee, on the ground of economy on the part of the 
Government, as well as an act of justice to private 
claimants. He believed there must be few mem- 
bers in this House but are now convinced that it 
was impossible for Congress to act upon the private 
claims presented within a reasonable time, and re- 
quiring its attention. He knew there were claims 
sianding as far back as twenty years; aad one of an 
older date than that, from the district he had the 
honor to represent, had passed this session. But 
whilst he approbated the general features of the 
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bill, he must beg leave to submit the amendment 
which he sent to the Crairas a substitute for the 
amendment offered by the gentleman {rom Ohio, 
to be inserted atthe end cf the sixth line in the first 
section. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY replied, and spoke iu { 
ef an independent board. 

Mr. ADAMS propounded questions to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania as to the constitutional- 
ity of limiting such appointments. 

Mr. HENRY, in answer to Mr.’Apams, said he 
did not apprehend there was the constitutional dif- 
ficulty suggested by the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts; that this contemplated board of 
commissioners would not be a court, such as was 
recognised in the clause of the Constitution advert- 
ed to by that honorable gentleman; that this, he 
thought, could not be called a court, although, it is 
true, it would be clothed with judieial powers; but 
so were all auditors who adjudicate and setile ac- 
counts. Hecould, however, view this board in 
no other light than that of auditors or commission- 
ers to pass upon accounts or claims, and could not 
view it as a judicial tribuna! within the meaning of 
the Constitution. 

As to the objections, Mr. H. said, made by his 
friend from Ohie against his substitute, and in fa- 
vor of an independent permanent board, he was 
constrained to say he was opposed to life tenure of 
office, or office during good behavior. This prin- 
ciple of independence often made officers too inde- 
pendent, and they become careless and inattentive; 
and as to the expression of the term of good beha- 
vior, it might almost as well be said during bad be- 
havior. No matter, scarcely, how improperly an 
officer acts, it is very difficult to remove him by 
impeachment; there are few that like to enlist in a 
prosecution of this kind; it isa very unpleasant 
task. Mr. H. said, from his experience he was led 
to believe, although there might be some change or 
fluctuation arising from party by short or limited 
periods in office, it was still, in his opinion, a safer 
mode than that of life tenure. 

It was true, the commissioner appointed for three 
years, under the provisions of his substitute, might 
not by that time have had experience enough to be- 
come a very expert officer, and might, it was cer- 
tain, be turned out. But he was re-eligible, and if 
a good and faithful officer it was not very likely 
that weuld be the case. The principle he advoca- 
ted, was that of rotation in office. It was an old 
Republican principle, and he hoped his amendment 
would prevail. 

Mr. BELL spoke for some time, and advocated 
the bill as a matter of experiment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, opposed 
the bill on the ground ihat Congress had no power 
to constitute such a board, and the claims conld not 
be paid without a special act of legislation severally 
therefor. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio supported the bill, chiefly 
in response to the constitutional objections to it, or 
want of power in Congress to pass such a bill. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST briefly opposed it. 

Mr. GRAY of New York supported it at some 
length, when, on motion of Mr. GRAHAM of 
North Carolina, the committee rose, and had leave 
to silt again. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the 
bill was made the special order for Friday next. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Hon. Jonn M. Patron, resigning his seat 
in Congress on account of his appointment to a 
State office, and the expressed desire of the Legis- 
lature that he should do so; which was laid on the 
table. 

On motion, 

The Hovse adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, April 9, 1838. 

As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. HAMER rose, and stated that he wished to 
avail himself of the earliest opportunity of making 
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an explanaticn in reference to the resolution laid 
on the table by him on Saturday. 

The resolution was as follows: 

‘Considering that the business, commerce, circu- 
lation, and exchanges of the country are in a de- 
ranged and embarrassed condition: and 

“Considering, also, that a part of the banks of 
the United States have expressed a desire to resume 
specie payments at an early period: 

‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Represenia- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That if the banks, or a portion of them, 
do thus resume, it will be the duty of the General 
Government, within the limits of its constitutional 
authority, to aid such banks, as the present Admi- 
nistration design to do, in regaining public confi- 
dence, and to sustain them in their laudable efforts 
to fulfil their obligations, to relieve the wants of the 
community, and to restore to the public a sound 
circulating medium.” 

It that the introduction of the resolu- 
prodused some excitement in the House, 
and a nuinber of gentlemen came to him to inquire 
the meaning, the true construction, &c. and among 
the rest a friend, in whose judgment he had great 
confidence, suggested to him, thatif the resolution 
went out in the newspapers, without any explana- 
tory remarks from Mr. H. it might be subject to 
the inference that he thought the present Adminis- 
tration really entertained hostility towards these 
banks, who were about to resume specie payments, 
and that his object, in offering the resoluuon, was 
to compel them to change their course. Mr. H. 
replied, at once, that he entertained no such sent 
ment, and that, when he got an opportunity to ex 
plain, he would show what his meaning was. 
However, to avoid any such construction or con- 
clusion, and knowing that the resolution did not go 
on the journals, not being in the possession of the 
House, and entirely his own, he considered he had 
a right to modify it, either betore or after its being 
printed, and he accordingly inserterted the words, 
‘as the present Administration design to do,” as ex- 
planatory of what was his ewn opinion. He did 
not suppose, at that time, that he was exercising 
aright that did not belong to him; yet, if he had 
done wrong in making that modification, he cer- 
tainly asked pardon of the House. The resolution, 
without those words, was the resolution he intend- 
ed to offer, and he should, in submitting it, strike 
out that modification, as it was merely inserted 
temporarily in self-defence, and in explanation of 
his motives. Mr. H. then asked the consent of 
the House to submit it at this time in that form. 

Mr. PETRIKEN objected. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped his col- 
league would not press it at this time, as he would 
have an opportunity to do so before the day was 
over. 

Mr. WISE hoped the gentleman would move a 
suspension of the rules. Mr. W. had voted to 
print the resolution, thcugh he would not have sup- 
ported it with the modification, but had no doubt 
the gentleman had a perfect right to make it. 

Mr. HAMER moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER asked forthe yeas aid 
nays, which were ordered. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN,a call of the 
House was assented to,and proceeded in =. 
hundred and fifty-six members had answered to 
their names, when, on motion of Mr. MALLORY, 
it was further dispensed with. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired of the Cruata 
whether the words ‘‘as the present Administration 
design to do” had been stricken from the resolution 
by the mover? 

The CHAIR replied that the gentleman had so 
modified it, but it was not yet before the House. 

Mr. PICKENS was understood to remark that 
he could perceive nv practicable benefit whatever 
to result from the adoption of this resolution. 

The rules were not suspended—yeas 110, nays 61. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then asked leave to lay on 
the table, and have printed, some amendments he 
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would subm-tto the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohio, when it should be taken up for conside- 
rauon. 

Mr. PETRIKEN objected. 

The amendmentsof Mr. UNDERWOOD were 
as follows: 

And for the purpose of affording such banks as 
ought to be assisted, that aid within the constitu- 
tional authority of the Generul Government— 

Be it further resolved, That itshall be the duty of 
the collecting officers of the Government to receive 
in payment of all sums due, whether for lands, du- 
ties, Or foreign merchandise, or any other account 
whatever, the notes of any specie-paying bank in- 
corporated by any State in the Union, whose capi- 
tal actually paid in shall not be less than two mil- 
lions of dollars, and whose notes in circulation do 
not excecd more than double the amount of specie 
owned and held by the bank in its vaults. 

Resolved further, ‘That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to instruct the collecting 
and recewing officers of the Government, from time 
io time, what bank notes are receivable under the 
preceding resolution, and the collecting and re- 
ceiving officers shallact in pursuance of such reso- 
lutions. 

Resolved, That if any bank fail or refuse to re- 
port its condition to the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
monthly, or at any Ume the Secretary shall require; 
or if it shall appear that the directory of any bank 
shall, for more than a month at any one time, per- 
mit the notes im circulation to exceed more than 
double the amount of specie, without adopting 
prompt and efficient measures to restore that ratio 
by withdrawing the excess of notes from circula- 
tion, it shall be the duty of the Secretary to instruct 
the collecting and receiving officers thereafter to 
refuse the notes of such banks when offered in 
payment, 

Resolved further, That it shall be lawful for the 
collecting and receiving officers of the Government 
to reccive in payment the notes of such specie- 
paying banks whose capitals actually paid in do 
not amount to two millians of dollars, as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in his diseretion, may direct 
them to receive; Previded, however, That the Secre- 
lary Shall not authorize the receipt of the notes of 
any such bank, unless its specie shall be kept up to 
half the amount of its notes in circulation, and un- 
less ids officers report the cendition of the bank to 
the Secretary, as is herein before required. 

Resolved further, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shail cause the public money to be deposited 
for safe-keeping in such State banks as shall pay 
specie for their notes, and which shall keep up the 
proportion of specie to the circulation herein before 
prescribed; and that the regulation shall continue 
until Congress, in pursuance of its constitutional 
duty, and the will of the nation, create a National 
Bank, to act as the fiscal agent of the Govern- 
ment. 

Petitions and memorials were called for, in the 
order of States end Territories, and presented as 
follows: 

; MAINE. 

Messrs. FAIRFIELD, EVANS, and ANDER 
SON. 

|Mr. Fairriecp presented the following petitions 
upon the subject of the late duel, which were refer- 
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D. Alden and 117 others, of Belfast; 


| Joshua Randall and 32 others, of Soinerset; Levi 


P. Sawyer and 22 others, of Denmark; Harris Gas- 
celou and 48 others, of St. Albans; Samuel Gibson 


, and 40 others, of Denmark—ali of Maine, and 


red to the select committee having that subject un- | 


der consideration: James Smith and 49 others, citi- 
Vinalhaven; Ambrose Lermand and 90 
others, citizens of Warren; Edward Goodwin and 
42 others, citizens of Dresden; 


zens of 


MeMu?!!in and 61 others, citizens of Vinalhaven; 
ail in the State o” Maine. He also presented the 
petition of Isaac Allen for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 


Senjamin E. Na- | 
son and 103 others, citizens of Boothbay; Francis | 


[Mr. ANDERSON presented the following petitions: | 


Henry S. Jones and 75 other citizens of Mount De- 
sert; Jonathan M. Murray and 45 others, of Mont- 
ville; Sewall Shute and 72 others, of Prospect; Jos. 
Cockey and 21 others, of Freedom; Danie! 
brick and 63 others, of Thorndike; Holton Mansur 
and 48 others, of Monroe; James Trask and 37 
otters, Of Troy; Andrew Tyler and 120 others, of 
Frankfort; Aucustus Brown and 143 others, of 
Prospect; David Wusicr and 51 others, of Vinalha- 
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praying for an investigation into the circumstances 
of the late duel; which were referred to the sclect 
commitiee. } 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Messrs. WILLIAMS, ATHERTON, and CUSH- 
MAN 

[Mr. WittaMs presented the petition of John 
Swells and 65 others, for an appropriation to sur- 
vey a site at Lancaster, N. H. for a military fortifi- 
cation and depot. ] 

[Mr. Arnerron presented the memorial of C. 
W. Cutter, praying for the allowance of a claim 
for money paid for rent of a room in which to keep 
the records of the district court of New Hamp- 
shire, and also for the further regulation by law of 
the fees of clerks of courts: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary.] 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Messrs. CALHOUN, BRIGGS, FLETCHER, 
REED, EIASTINGS, and ADAMS. 
RHODE ISLAND 
Afr. CRANSTON. 
CONNECTICUT. 

Messrs. HALEY and HOLT. 

(Mr. EHlatey presented the memorial of 77 per- 
sons, legal voters, in the town of Killingly, in the 
county of Windham, in the State of Connecticut, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to 
this Union, and moved its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. } 

[Mr. Hott presented the petition of Jabez Col- 
lins, of the town of Somers, Connecticut, praying 
to be restored to the pension roll, from which he 
has been stricken off. Also,the petition of Benjamin 
Price, of Brooklyn, praying for a pension. Also, 
the petition of Elias Burnham and wife, asking for 
an allowance of Jand for services rendered by their 
father, in the war of the Revolution, who was killed 
in batile.] 


VERMONT. 
Messrs. FLETCHER, ALLEN, and EVE- 
RETT. 


[Mr. Fietcner of Vermont presented the peti- 
tion of William Arny, praying for an increase of 
pension. Petition of J. W. Hand ail others, 
clerks in the Pension Office. ] 

NEW YORK. 

Messrs. PECK, RUSSELL, GRANT, PAT- 
TERSON, MARVIN, PRATT, ANDREWS, 
MOORE, JACKSON, MITCHELL, SIBLEY, 
HOFFMAN, and CHILDS. 

{[Mr. Grant presented the proceedings and re- 
solutions adopted at the Annaal Town Meeting held 
in the town of Salisbury, in the county of Herki- 
mer, New York, in relation to the recent duel be- 
tween Messrs. Graves and CiLLey, withthe unani- 
mous expression that all members of Congress en- 
gaged in said duel ought to be expelled. Also, the 
petition of fifty-one inhabitants of the town of 
Frankford, in said county, New York, opposed to 
duelling, and praying that the surviving party, as 
well as the seconds and friends, who are members 
of Congress, and were engaged, either directly or 
indirectly, in the late duel, be expelled. Also, the 
petition of 159 inhabitants of the county of Herki- 
mer, New York, opposed to duelling, and praying 
Congress to pass a law that every member of Con- 
gress who shall be engaged in a duel, either as prin- 
cipal, oraccessory, or in giving or accepting’a chal- 
lenge, shall be expelled; which said proceedings and 
petitions were referred to the select committee 
charged with the investigation into the recent duel. 
Also, the memorial of 45 inhabitants of the town of 
Mexico, Oswego county, New York, praying an in- 
quiry into the expediency of repairing the military 
pesitions, and establishing a military post, at the 
village of Oswego; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. ] 

{[Mr. Prarr presented the following petition of 
John R. Hoes and 80 inhabitants of the town of 
Stockport, in the coanty of Columbia and State of 
New York, against a United States Bank, and in 
favor.of a divorce between the Treasury and the 
bafks, and likewise in favor of Mr. Wricut’s bill, 


late before the Senate. Also, a petition for a post 
route from North Blenheim to Gilboa, through 
Prattsville to Middletown, State of New York. 
Also, a petition from Amos Corowall for a pension 
for Revolutionar services. Also, alike petition for 
Elizur Kirtland. Also, a like petition for Justus 
Artman. Also, a petition from a number of ¢j1j- 
zens of Catskill, in the State of New York, on the 
subject of the late duel, praying the expulsion of 
the principal and seconds. Also, a like petition of 
A. Croswell and 440 inhabitants of the town of 
Conesville, in the State of New York. Also, the 
resolutions of a meeting of the citizens of the town 
of Prattsville, in the State of New York, in relation 
to the late due!, of which Dr. C. King was chair- 
man, meton the 23d ef Marci las'.] 

(Mr. Anprews presented three petitions from citi- 
zens of Horneilsviile, Steuben county, New York, 
praying fur the abolition of slavery in the District 
and Territories, and for the prohibition of the slave 
trade. Also, the remonstrance of sundry citizens 
of the same place against the annexation of Texas 
to the Union.] 

[Mr. Pec presented the following petitions on 
the subject of the late duel between Messrs. Graves 
and Cirtey: Of Horatio Jones, 3d, and sundry 
other citizens of Leicester, Livingston county, New 
York; of William C. Dwight and sundry other citi- 
zins of Leicester, Livingston county, New York; 
of R. Sleeper and sundry other citizens of Mount 
Morris, Livingston county, New York; of James 
H. Rogers and sundry other citizens of Mount 
Morris, Livingston county, New York; of William 
Lyman and sundry other citizens of Leicester, 
Livingston county, New York. Also, the petition 
of H. A. Wilmerelling and sundry other citizens of 
Leicester, Livingston county, New York, protesting 
against the passage of the Sub-Treasury bill and in 
favor of a National Bank, Also, the petition of 
Aser Hulet for a pension.] 

NEW JERSEY. 

Messrs. YORK and STRATTON. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Messrs. HENRY, REILEY, POTTER, PLU- 
MER, WAGENER,S. W. MORRIS, BEATTY, 
KLINGENSMITH, SERGEANT, M. MORRIS, 
LOGAN, McCLURE, TOLAND, S. W. MOR- 
RIS, and NAYLOR. 

{Mr. Henry presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, in 
relation to the late duel that occasioned the death 
of Mr. Cititey, and praying Congress to adopt 
measures that in fuiuie will prevent this deadly and 
inhuman practice. On motion, referred to the se- 
lect committee that has charge of that subject.] 

{[Mr.M. Morris of Pennsylvania presented a 
petition, signed by seventy-three citizens of the 
Siates of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, praying 
Congress to pass an act establishing a mail route 
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Pennington, 
New Jersey, by the way of Frankford, Fox Chas», 
Huntington, Sorrel-horse, Davisville, Springviile, 
Black Bear, Newtown, Dolingion and Taylorsville. 
He stated that the petition was signed by highly re- 
spectable individuals; ,and from his knowledge of 
the road and caunty, he believed it was a route 
much wanted for public accommodation. ] 

{Mr. McC ure presented two petitions on the 
subject of the late duel—the one of J. B. Porter 
and fifty-seven oihers, inhabitants of Liverpool, 
Perry county, Pennsylvania, and the other of Sa- 
muel Edwards and one hundred and ten others, in- 
habitants of Landisburg, Perry county, Pennsylva- 
nia; which were referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee. } 

[Mr.S. W. Morais presented a petition for a 
post route from Lercy to Springfield, Bradford 
county, Pernsy!vania. 

[Mr. Snerree presented the proceedings of a 
mecting of the citizens of Chambersburg, Franklin 
county, Pennsylvania, in relation to the late duel: 
moved that it be referred to the select committee 
having that subject under consideration. Also, 
three several petitions from divers citizens of 
Northampton and Luzerne counties, Pennsylvania, 
praying for a daily mail route from Hazleton, via 
Sugar Loaf, to Witkesbarre: moved that the same 
be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. Also, the petition of Porter Skinner 
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and 104 other persons, opposed to the Sub-Treasu- 
ry, and in favor of a Nasional Bank, wherein the 
several States may hold a majority of the stock: 
moved that the same be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. ] 

(Mr. -Bearry presented two petitions from the 
citizens of Armstrong county, praying for the esta- 
blishing cf post routes therein mentioned. Also, 
the petition and documents of Mary Uptegraff, 
widow of Isaac Uptegraff, for a pension. Also, 
the proceedings of a meeting held at Portersville, 
Butler county, in favor of a Macadamized road 
from some point on the National Road, to Erie, 
Pennsylvania. ] 

(Mr. Reicey presented the following: Petitioa 
from a number of citizens of Harrisburg, praying 
for an investigation of the late duel: referred to the 
committee on that subject. Also, a petition froma 
number of citizens of Lebanon county, praying 
Congress to establish a mail route from Stemps- 
town, via Mount Zion, to Lebanon: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, a petition from a number of citizens of the 
city of Philadelphia, praying Congress to make an 
appropriation to finish the ship Raritan, now lying 
on the stocks at Phiiadelphia: referred to the Com- 
mitee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union J 

DELAWARE. 

Mr. MILLIGAN. 

MARYLAND. 

Messrs. PEARCE and HOWARD. 

VIRGINIA. 

Messrs. MORGAN, TALIAFERRO, BEIRNE, 

JOHNSON, RIVES, and PENNYBACKER. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. CONNOR, C. SHEPARD, and A. H. 
SHEPPERD. 

{Mr. Connor presented the petition of Perry and 
Legare, contractors for building the mint in Char- 
lotte, N. C. asking pay for extra work done on 
that building: referred to the Committee of Claims. ] 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. ELMORE. 
GEORGIA. 
Mr. GRANTLAND. 
KENTUCKY. 
Messrs. HAWES and UNDERWOOD. 
TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. Speaker POLK, CARTER, and C. H. 
WILLIAMS. 

OHIO. 

Messrs. HARPER, KILGORE, LEADBET- 
TER, C. MORRIS, COFFIN, SHEPLOR, 
GOODE, WHITTLESEY and ALLEN, 

[Mr. Harper presented the petition of Elisha 
Woodruff and 28 other citizens of Licking county, 

hio, praying for the rescision of the resolution of 
the 21st December last } 
LOUISIANA. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 

{Mr. Jounson presented the petition of B. Col- 
lins and F. G. Johnson, praying a grant of lands, 
for services rendered by them in taking possession 
of Baton Rouge, in the year 1810: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Also, the peti- 
tion of the town of St. Francisville and its vicinity, 
praying the establishment of a port of entry at the 
mouth of Bayou Sara; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. ] 

INDIANA. 

Messrs. BOON, DUNN, WHITE, EWING, 
HEROD, RARIDEN and GRAHAM. 

{Mr. Donn presented the petition of David 
King, praying back pay of a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 

(Mt. Granam presented the petition of Hiel 
Morisson and 15 others, against the admission of 
Texas into the Union. Also, the petition of Wm. 
McDonald and 10 others, praying the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, the 
petition of Joseph Woods and 20 others, praying 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. Also, the petitioa of Sarah Reed and 36 other 
women of Jefferson county, Indiana, praying Con- 
gress immediately to abolish slavery in the District 


of Columbia. } 
ILLINOIS. 
Messrs. CASEY and MAY. 
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(Mr. Casry presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Wabash county, in the State of I!linois, 
remonstraling against granting the right of pre- 
emption to Linn Compton to fraction section 27, 
T l north, R 12 west: referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands.] 

ALABAMA. 

Messrs. MARTIN and CHAPMAN. 

MISSOURI. 

Messrs. MILLER and HARRISON. 

(Mr. Harrison presented the petition of sundry 
cilizens, praying the establishment of a mail route 
from Sand Hill, in Lewis county, to Gathsville, in 
Macon county; of Alfred George, asking compen- 
sation for a horse lost in the Black Hawk war; 
of sundry citizens praying the establishment 
of a mailroute from Maramee Iron Works to 
Jefferson City; the memorial of a number of Ger- 
man citizens in the southern part of the State of 
Missouri, protesting against the memorial and its 
doctrines of the American Native Association 
against foreigners, and praying Congress to disre- 
gard it.] 

[Mr Micter presented the following petitions: 
The petition of E. M. Ryland and others, asking 
the establishment of a mail route from Joneshoro, 
in Saline county, Missouri, by the way of Salt 
Pond Grove and Johnson’s Grove, to Lexington, in 
Lafayette county, in said State: referved to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, the petition of Richard Simms, praying Con- 
gress to grant him a tract of land in the Platte 
country, Missouri, in consideration of his military 
services during the Revolutionary war: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. Also, the pe- 
tition and accompanying papers of Catharine 
Dodge, asking the passage of a law granting to her 
the difference between the original cost and present 
value of a tract of land purchased by her of the 
United States: referred to the Commitiee on the 
Public Lands. ] 

ARKANSAS. 

Mr. YELL. 

[Mr. Ye1. presented the following memorials: 1. 
Praying that the franking privilege may be exiend- 
ed to the Governors of the several States; 2. Autho- 
rizing the President to issue patents upon Spanish 
confirmation claims; 3. To cede all the public 
lands to the new States, upon the terms mentioned 
in a bill effered by Mr. Cathonn at the last session 
of Congress. Also, the petition of Richard John- 
son and others, praying the privilege to correct an 
erroneous entry. | 

MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CRARY. 

(Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, for a survey of Detrvit 
river: a like resolution in relation to the harbor at 
Monroe: a petition having reference to the late 
duel. } 

FLORIDA. 

Mr. DOWNING. 

WISCONSIN. 

Mr. JONES. 

[Mr. Jones presented several petitions prayin 
the establishment of several post routes. Also, the 
petition of the president of the Milwaukie and Rock 
River Railroad Company. ] 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to construct a road 
from Baton Rouge, through the parish of Eaving- 
ton to Farington, in the parish of St. Tammany, 
for the transportation of the mail, and for military 
purposes. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER of Ohno, 

Resolved, That the petitions heretofore presented 
for a survey of the harbor of Sandusky, Erie 
eounty, Ohio, be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Glas- 
gow, Kentacky, to Hartsville, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. M’KAY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direcied 
to communicate to this House the report of the 





291 


—- 





engineer charged with making the survey from 
the Southern debouche of the Dismal Swamp canal 
to Winyaw Bay, in South Carolina, with a view to 
determine the practicability of opening an inland 
communication for steam navigauon, [rom the 
Chesapeake Bay to Charleston. ~ 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to inform this House, what claims con- 
firmed by the commissioners for examiaing claim 
to land in the district of Vincennes, under the act 
of Congress, approved March 26, Is0d, entitled 


*An act making provision for the disposal of th 
public lands in the Indiana Territory, and { 
other purposes,” have been located and patented 


and by and to whom the location was made, and 
the patent obtained; what confirmed claims have 
been located and not yet patented, and what con 
firmed clauns have net been located or patented; 
if according to the construction given to the law 


by the department, the ttle of the United States 


is absolutety and completely vested in the confer- 

ences after the location, and belore possession is 

acquired and the patent issued, or if some title 

does not remain in tie United States, until pe 
sion or patent be Oolained bY ihe proper cia 

ant; if a ternional act imposing a land tax, ¢ 

by tax sale vest tite to confirmed tra 

tented, andif justice and expedieney de not urge 


quantity of land to be set apart equal to sausty 
confirmed claims not yet surveyed, located or pa- 
tented, with the appointment of Comunssicners, 
authorized to receive testimony in relation to claums 
rejected for want of proof, or suspended for want 
of due attention on the part of the claimant, as 
set forth in the published report or the former 
board, appointed to receive and decided upon sai 
claims; and also, that he furnish this Elouse with 
copies of any opinions of the Attorney General « 
the United States, and all instructions of his 
partment, touching or relating to any of the points 
herein contained. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Win- 
chester, ‘Tenn. passing the setilements on Crow 
creek and Coon creek to Bolivar, Jackson co. Ala 
Also, a route from Bolivarto Racoonsville, in Ala- 
bama. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Baily’s 
Landing, on the Mississippi river, in Lincoln co. 
Missouri, by the way of Troy, Thomas Glevers, 
in Warren co. Dutton’s and Anderson’s to Danville, 
in Montgomery county, in said State. Also, that 
the same committee be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from the 
town of Glasgow, in Howard co. Mo. by the way 
of Huntsville, in Randolph co. Macon Court 
House, and Nathaniel Floyd’s, to Clark Court 
House, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Resolved, ‘That the Commiitee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making provision for giving to Richard 
Lawrence, now confined to the jail of this city as 
a lunatic, and others simtiarly situated, the benefit 
of some suitable lunatic asylum. 

Mr. MORRIS of Ohio submitied the following, 
which after some remarks in objection to its adop- 
tion at this time by Mr. Leaare, was agreed to. 

Whereas, the statement of the expenditure of the 
moneys appropriated for the conungent expenses 
of the military establishment for the year 1837, 
submitted to the House by W. B. Lewis, Secong 
Auditor, in the Treasury Department, contains an 
item of eight hundred dollars allowed to Samuel 
Lewis, by the Secretary of War, for the services ot 
his son Edward, (a minor,) asa clerk in the Pen- 
sion Burean, War Department, from July, 1818, 
to July, 1819, which said services were rendered 
more than nineteen years since. : 

And whereas the said Samuel Lewis has re- 
peatedly presented said claim to both Houses of 
Congress, and ithas always been rejected; there- 
foie, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Expendi- 
tures of the War Department be instructed to in- 
quire into, and report to this House, the facts con- 
nected with the case, and why said claim was paid 
afier having been repeatedly rejected by both 
Houses of Coneress, 

STATE REVENUE. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of South Caro 
lina, the following resolution, sabmitted by him on 
the 19th of March, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be 
dirded to furnish this House with a statement of 
the amount of revenue reccived in each State or 
Territory during the year 1836; and also the 
amount, as nearly as the same can be ascertained, 
expended during that year in each State or Terri- 
tory; and also with a statement of the whole bank 
capital of the United States, designating the ca- 
pital of each bank, and the place where located. 

Mr. T. modified it by striking therefrom the call 
in relation to the banking capital; and, so modified, 
the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to John 
H. Lynch 

DIVORCE OF GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted some time since 
by Mr. Hopxins of Virginia: 

Resolved, That a seiect committee, consisting of 
five members, Ve appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into all such abuses as may exist in the adminis- 
tration of the legislative branch of the Federal Go- 
vernment, with a view to the speedy correction of 
the same by the adoption of such a system of re- 
form and retrenchment in the contingent expenses 
thereof as the public good may require; and that 
the said comrauttee be instructed also to inquire into 
the expediency of divore:ing, by law, the Govern- 
nent from the public press, by prohibiting, in fu- 
ture, every ofilicer thereof, in his official capacity, 
from employing any conductor of a political jour- 
nal to execule any portion of the public printing. 

Mr. BOND continued his remarks till they were 
arrested by the orders of the day. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, read 
twice, and referred to appropriate standing com- 
mittees, 

NAVAL SERVICE. 

‘The Tlouse then resumed the consideration of 
the *‘ bill making appropriations for the naval 
service, for the year 1838.” 

The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
MONTGOMERY, to recommit the bill to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to make the sum for the South Sea Exploring 
Expedition a speeific one. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY hoped the bill wuld be 
recommitted, and that the amount for the Explor- 
ing Expedition would, at least, be specified, and 
then he shculd be prepared to vote upon it, and to 
vote against it. If any Exploring Expedition was 
wanted, let it be for exploring our own coast. If 
this motion should fail, Mr. M. should then renew 
the motion, with instructions to strike from the bill 
so much as embraced that object. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it was not 
necessary to recommit the bill to attain the object 
sought alter, because the gentlemen might move at 
once to reduce it. But, whether the Exploring 
Expedition was continued, or a coasting squadron 
ordered, the same appropriation must be made, as 
the officers and men were all mustered and equipped 
for service. With reference to the propriety ot the 
expedition, Mr. C. had been misunderstood in 
being represented as opposing it, for he had ex- 
pressed no such opinion. What he had said was, 
that he was opposed to it upon so large a scale, 
and he had so stated when the appropriation was 
first made. 

Mr. WISE was also of opinion that it was not 
necesgay to recommit the bill; but he was in fa- 
vor oF"&n inquiry into the expediency of diverting 


the appropriation for the “ exploded” expedition, 
for that was its true designation, to a better object. 

Mr. ADAMS earnestly advocated the continu- 
ance of the expedition, and expressed his entire 
confidence in the science, skill, and experience of 
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Lieut. Wilkes to conduct it to its completion with 
honor to the country. 

Mr. MALLORY deprecated a discussion upon 
the Exploring Expedition on this bill, when the ser- 
vice was severely suffering for the want of its pas- 
sage. He preferred that subject being discussed 
under a distinct proposition, when he would be pre- 
pared to prove that, according to the present plan, it 
could never be successful, especially that of ap- 
pointing an inferior officer to the command. 

Mr. INGHAM remarked that there could be no 
necessity for recommitting the bill to ascertain the 
specific sum required for the Exploring Expedition, 
since the estimates were all before the House. He 
then went into a review of the causes which had 
led to the delay of the expedition, in vindication of 
the course of the Secretary of the Navy, and re- 
plied to some other charges brought by Mr. Mat- 
LORY. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
MALLORY, WISE, CAMBRELENG, ING- 
HAM, HOFFMAN, and MERCER, when Mr. 
BRONSON cebtained the floor; and, on his motion, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 9, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Treasury Department, in answer to the resolution 
of the 22d of February last, transmitting copies of 
the replies made by the deposite banks to the Trea- 
sury circular referred to: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Charles Bul- 
finch and others, asking confirmation of title to 
a certain purchase made by them in the Territory 
of Oregon: referred to the Committee on the Public 
lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of New Jersey in relation to the location of 
the contemplated national foundry: laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Charles Dur- 
fey, asking to be reimbursed his expenses incurred 
in the survey of the harbor of Southport, Wiscon- 
sin Territory: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the claims of 
Basil Brown and Samuel Beck, of that State, for 
horses and rifles furnished at the treaty of October, 
1834, at the Forks of the Wabash, with the Miami 
Indians: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Illinois on the subject of a post route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pos! 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition of 
Adolphus Allen, of Des Moines, Illinois, asking 
the aid of Congress to make a bridge across the 
Mississippi at that place; also, asking fot an appro- 
priation for the constructing a military road: 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canal. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition, signed by 
a number of the members of the Legislature of 
Michigan, and other citizens of that State, asking 
for an appropriation for a survey for a convenient 
harbor on Lake Erie: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from 
sundry citizens of Pennsylvania on.the subject of 
duelling; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Samuel 
Osgood and others, of Massachusetts, praying that 
the late treaty with the Cherokees may not be car- 
ried into effect: laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS also presented the petition of Louisa 
F. Wilcox, and sundry other women of Massa- 
chuseits, praying fcr the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. Motion to receive it laid en 
the table. 

Mr. LYON presented a copy of a report and 
resolutions, adopted by both branches of the Legis- 
lature of Michigan, relative to donations of public 
lands by Congress, for the purpose of internal im- 
provement in that State: referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to authorize the Pre- 
sitent to cause a patent to be issued to the heirs of 
Francis Rivard, deceased, for the lands therein 





mentioned: read, and ordered to a second reading; 
and, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, and by general con- 
sent, this bill was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Commitiee of the Whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee 
on Finance was discharged from the further consj- 
deration of the resolution of the Senate of the 26th 
March last, directing them to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of refunding to those who have deposited 
in the Treasury of the United States money for 
the purpose of purchasing public lands the sums 
deposited by them. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of the Mil- 
waukie and Rock River Canal Company on the sub- 
ject, reported a bill granting to the State of Ilinois 
a quantity of land to aid in making a eanal from 
Milwaukie to Rock river; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to communicate to the 
Senate, at as early a period as practicable, the 
amount of stock subscribed and held by the Unitei 
States in any road or canal company; the present 
market price of said stock; and the dividends paid 
thereon to the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the payment of Richard Ro- 
bertson, of Madison county, Alabama, of the value 
of a horse lost in the service of the United States 
during the Creek war of 1813 and 1814. 

On motion of Mr. TROTTER, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post road from the 
town of Hernando, in the State of Mississip- 
pi, by way of Cartleville, Oakhill, and Chulaho- 
ma, to the town of Wyatt, in said State. 

The bill to prohibit the giving or accepting a 
challenge in the District of Columbia to fight a 
duel, and for the punishment thereof, 

This bill having had its third reading— 

Mr. CLAY said he had taken no part in the dis- 
cussion which had been going on in relation to this 
matter, not however from any indisposition on his 
part to do all that he could to aidin the very lau- 
dable objects contemplated by the bill. No man 
would be happier than himself to see the whole 
barbarous system forever eradicated. It was well 
known, that in certain quarters of this country, 
public opinion was averse to duelling, and no man 
could fly in the face of that public opinion, with- 
out having his reputation sacrificed; while there 
were other portions again which exacted obedience 
tothe fatal custom. The man with a high sense 
of honor, and nice sensibility, when the ques- 
tion is whether he shall fight cr have the finger of 
scorn peinted at him, is unable to resist, and few, 
very few, are found willing to adopt such an alter- 
native. When public opinion was renovated, and 
chastened by reason, religion and humanity, the 
practice of duelling would at once be discounte- 
nanced. It was the oftice of legislation to o all 
it could to bring about this healthful state of the 
public n.ind, and although it might not altogether 
effect so desirable a result, yet he had no doubt it 
would do much towards it, and with those views, 
he would give his vote for the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked for the yeas and nays 
on the passage; which were ordered, when there 
appeared for the bill 34, against it 1, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky Clayton, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Lempkin, Lyon, 
McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pren- 
tiss, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, S'range, Swift, 
Tipton, Trotter, Walker, Wall, White, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Sevier—1. 

The following bills also were severally read the 
third time and: passed: 

The bill to amend the act entitled an act for 
quieting possessions, enrolling conveyances, and 
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securing the estales of purchasers in the District of 
Columbia. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Dashiell. 

GRADUATION OF THE PRICE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate resum- 
ed the consideration of the bill providing for. the 
reduction and graduation of the price of the public 
lands; the question being on the substitute proposed 
by the Committee on Public Lands; when 

Mr. GRUNDY subinitted the tollowing amend- 

ment to the amendixent, as a substitute for the ori- 
ginal biil: 

That from and afier the thirtieth day of Septen- 
ber, in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight- 
all the public lands of the United States which re, 
main unsold, after having been offered at private 
sale at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, for 
five years, shall be subject to entry atone doilar per 
acre; and all lands which shall have been so offered 
for ten years, shall be subject to entry at one dol- 
lar per acre for twelve months after the said 
thirtieth day of September, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-eight, and afier that time the same shall be 
subject to entry at the price of seventy-five cents 
per acre; and all lands which shall have been so 
offered for fifteen years, shall be subject to entry 
at one doliar per acre for the space of twelve 
months, and after that time the same shall be sub- 
ject to entry at seventy-five cents per acre for the 
space of twelve months, and after that time the same 
shall be subject to entry at fifty cents per acre. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, in offering this amendment 
now, he was notac:uated by any desire to discuss the 
general principles of the bill, but merely to show 
that the preposition offered by him was better cal- 
culated to subserve the interests of the United 
States in this matier than the original proposition 
of the committee. Mr. G. then went into a full 
explanation of the relative merits of the several 
propositions, contending that time was the only fair 
and legitimate mode of ascertaining the actual value 
of the public lands. His own experience had con- 
viaced him that nothing was move deceptive than 
the field notes of surveyors, which, from their 
mode of running the lines, and the nature of the 
country, must frequently give false impressions 
w th regard to the value of lands. Another reason 
for preferring his amendment was, that while sur- 
veyors were as houest as common men, they were 
not more so, and night become interested in fixing 
upon the good lands, and make such represeuta- 
ions in their notes as would subserve their own in- 
terests. Time was the true and only test of value. 
If the lands remained unsold for any number of 
years, it was prima facie evidence of the inferiority 
of their quality. The object of the Government, 
Mr. G. presumed, was not to retain any of the pub- 
lic domain; and when the best lands had been sold 
at the highest prices, it was alike consonant with 
justice and sound policy that the prices of inferior 
lands should be reduced, or the price so graduated, 
as, while it preserved the interests of the United 
States, would ¢nabie the poor to possess themselves 
of farms at a reduced price. Mr. G. also spoke of 
the expense that woald be incident to a survey of 
these lands; and, on the whole, thought that the 
amendment would secure all the objects which the 
friends of the bill had in view. 

Mr. WALKER did not consider it very impor- 
tant whether the amendment was adopted or not; 
nevertheless as this principle of valuation to which 
the gentleman objected had been recommended by 
the committee, he wished to explain the grounds on 
which they acted, aud to correct some misappre- 
hensions which seemed to ex'st on the subject. The 
appraisement was to be made by the Register and 
Receiver, aided by the Surveyor General, and by the 
field notes, sworn to by the deputy surveyor, and 
the two chain carriers—three individuals who have 
no interest in committing perjury. The Senator 
from Tennessee supposed that as the lines of the 
sections were only run on the exterior, that this 
criterion would prove deceptive; but this was the 
v-"y case in which the Register and Receiver would 
direct an inspection. He thought, however, that 
the field notes were, in a vast number of cases, the 
best criterion to. judge by. There were not only 
entire townships, but entire counties in which, in 
addition to the exterior section lines, 144 parallel 


lines were run, thus taking every part of the sec- 
tion. He would appeal to the Senator from Ten- 
nessee whether he would not rely on such field 
notes, sworn to by the deputy surveyor and the 
chain carriers, where it was shown that in all 
these Jines there was nothing but pine barrens and 
fourth rate lands. In Mississippi and Alabama the 
Senator would find that entire counties and dis- 
ricts were thus returned. In nine cases out of ten 
the field notes would be the correct criterion to 
judge by. As regarded the expense, he thought the 
objection not a sound one. In such districts as he 
had referred to, the Register and Receiver referring 
only to the field notes, no expense would be in- 
volved. But where the district varied in value, 
and where the field notes afforded no criterion, 
then they would resort to inspection. Besides, it 
only cost four dollars a mile to survey, and the in- 
spection could not come to any thing like that. He 
ventured to assert that the expense of inspection 
would not be one-eighth of one per cent. per mile. 

Mr. GRUNDY was nct satisfied with the ex- 
planation of the Senator from Mississippi, and 
maintained, that if a satisfactory survey w re 
made the cost would be much greater than was re- 
presented. Mr. G. contended, that in many sec- 
tions field notes were deceptive, and instanced Ar- 
kansas and others, where the true value could 
only be ascertained from consultation with persons 
residing at or near the premises. The only question 
to be decided was, whether the Senator would take the 
proposition offered by the committee, or the amend- 
ment, offered by himself, which he thought he had 
shown to be liable to less objection. 

Mr. SEVIER greatly preferred the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee to that of the com- 
Mittee, on account of its simplicity and economy, 
as well as greater certainty of obtaining a correct 
valuation. He had no doubt but the lines run by 
the surveyors, and their field notes, were correct as 
far as they went; but, to his knowledge, they were 
frequently deceptive, and not to be reliedon. The 
surveyor, in running his lines, could only note the 
quality of the land he saw; and on running through 
a canebrake, the land over which he passed might 
be worthless, while twenty yards to his right or left, 
where he could not see, the soil might be of the best 
quality. He had seen land described in these field 
notes as of great value, which was of the worst qua- 
lity; while, on the other hand, he had known the 
very best lands to be set down as worthless. Mr. 
Mr. S. objected to the plan of personal inspection 
proposed by the committee, as leading to a great 
and useless expense. This inspection, he said, was 
o he made by the United States land officers, who, 
by beisg paid by the day—say fiom five to eight 
dollars, which was the general compensation for 
similar services—would find it their interest to be 
continually inspecting land when not engaged in 
the business of their respective offices. Mr. S. re- 
ferred also to the great expense which would ne- 
cessarily be incurred, of cutting roads through 
whole sections of canebrakes. Mr. 8S. greatly pre- 
ferred the amendment of the Senator from Tennes- 
see, but said that he would vote for the bill with 
the other amendment, if he could not get the former. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama remarked, that having 
had, as a member of the Committee on the Public 
Lands, something to do with bringing in this 
amendinent, he wished to set the Senator from Ten- 
nessee and others right with regard to it. The Se- 
nator treated the amendment of the committee as if 
it contained nothing as to the determination of the 
value of the lands but the field notes of the sur- 
vevors. Now, if the Senator had read the bill at- 
tentively, he would have found that the field notes 
were regarded as one of the criteria only; and that 
the value of the land as to its location, together 
with the time that it had been in the market, were 
also looked to. He wasfully convinced that there 
was no certain way of ascertaining the precise 
value of the land, but by actual inspection; bat to 
astertain itin that way would be so expensive that 
every member of the Senate would be opposed to 
it. In casting about for other means of coming at 
this value, consistent with economy and conve- 
nience, the committee adopted the three considera- 
tions of the locality of the tract, the time it had 
been in the market, and the opinion of the land of- 
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ficers, founded upon the field notes, and their own 
inspection when necessary. He could not agree 
with the Senator from Arkansas, that the field notes 
were so little to be relied upon. It was not be 
presumed that the surveyor, in running his lines, 
could not see sufficiently to the right and Jeft to 
form a probavly correct judgment as to the quality 
of the section. He runs the exterior lines of the 
section, and is required by law to put down a halt 
mile stake. It was true that the character of the 
soil and the timber often changed within haifa mile: 
but this seldom occurred where the surveyor did 
not observe it. But the locality of the tract was an 
important principle for ascertaining its value. The 
proximity to a navigable stream, or to a town, 
would render land more valuable than that of the 
same quality, as to soil, which was not so advan- 
tageously situated. But the Senator would ob- 
serve, that with all these considerations, no land 
could be reduced in price until it had been offered 
first four years at one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre. Secondly, it must be offered four years 
at one dollar per acre, before it could be reduced 
to seventy-five cents, and so on; always giving a 
sufficient time to sell, if worth the price. He agreed 
that the taking the time the lands had been in the 
market as the mode of valuing them, something 
like the plan of the Senator from Tennessee, would, 
under all the circumstances, be more likely to do 
justice to the Government; but, like his friend from 
Arkansas, he was willing to take either plan that 
a majority of the Senate preferred. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky had an utter aversion 
to reducing the price of the public land, which is 
already low enough, or interfering with a system 
which had worked well for so long a period. It 
could easily be shown that the contemplated reduc- 
tion ought not te be made, and that all the tests of 
value were merely fallacious. This was all he 
would say at the present, indisposed as he was. 
The question might be taken on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Tennessee, but he gave 
notice that he would, at another time, express his 
views at large upon that interesting wpic, and 
should oppose both amendment and original bill. 

Mr. GRUNDY said the Senator from Kentucky 
was averse to the whole system of graduation, 
and would oppose it any how, se that taking the 
question on the adoption of the amendment, was a 
matter of little consequence, so far as he was 
concerned. He [Mr. GJ] was for reducing the 
price of the public lands, ard would prefer the 
question on his amendment te be taken, and, 
whether it should be adopted or lost, the Senator 
would still havesan opportunity of giving his views ° 
to the Senate. x 

The question Was then taken on Mr. Gronpy’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to, and it being, by 
general consent, considered as the original text, 

Mr.NILES moved an amendment, to extend the 
time from five to eight years for the reduction of the 
price to one dollar per acre, and from ten to twelye 
years for the reduction to seventy-five cents per 
acre, and to strike out that part of the bill which re- 
duced the land to fifty cents per acre. 


Mr. N. said he did not intend to go into a gene- 
ral discussion of the bill, or the gradnating princi- 
ple. By adopting the amendment of the Senator 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Gronpy,] we have decided 
that the true test for a reduction of the price of the 
public land is the time it has been in market. This 
he considered correct, although he was sensible 
that a valuation might, in some cases, affurd an ad- 
ditional security; but he thought a valuation and 
classification of the public lands wouid be attended 
with considerable expense, and amount to but little, 
as respects the object in view. The time the lands 
have been in market he regarded as the most sa/e 
test, as it depended on the vigilance of individuals, 
whose sagacity, brought into action by private inte- 
rest, would hardly fail of causing the public Jands 
to be purchased or entered, in the order of time, 
according with their quality. The tume that lands 
have been in market being adopted as the only test 
to determine what lands are of such inferior quali- 
ty that the price ought to be reduced, the question is 
how long a period ought to be considered as suffi- 
cient to establish the fact. The bill proposed four 
years, and the amendment of the Senator from 
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Tennessee five years. He thought this term too short. 
The quantity of land offered for sale is very great, 
something like one hundred and thirty or forty mil- 
lions of acres. Where so large a quantity of land 
is in market, it cannot all be taken up immediately. 
That only which is believed to be worth more than 
the minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, will be entered on speculation. It 
there is more land in market of the real value of 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre than is 
wanted for settlement, and which is not of sufficient 
additional value to be an object for speculation, it 
must, of course, remain, for a tive, unsold. And 
the fact of jis not being entered, cannot be regarded 
as an evidence that it is of less value than the mi- 
nimum price. It will only prove vat there are 
other lands in market of greater valu*,or which, 
from their situation, are more desirable. 


Our legis- 
lation must depend on general principles 


(cannot 
be supposed that Congress can so adjust the price of 
the public lands, with reference to quality an! loca- 
thon, as to produce a periect equality, or to cause 
the sale of the public lands to be made with ec ual 
rapidity in all the districts. 

That lands should have been in market five yeais 
and not taken up, would, no doubt, be evidence tha 
vther lands were in market of better quality, or pre- 
ferable location; but it would not prove that such 
lands were inferior and worth less than the mini- 
mum price. 

‘Time being the only evidence relied on to esta- 
blish the inferiority of the lands, he thought such 
period should be required, as to settle the question 
beyond all doubt. 

What, sir, are the grounds on which the gradua- 
ting principle resis? = Itis not that it will operate 
beneficially to the United States, that it will aid 
the Treasury; but it is supported on the ground, 
of its being just towards the States where tie lauds 
are situated, and towards individual settlers who 
may have purchased adjoining lands. It 1s said to 
be unjust to hold the public lands ali at the same 
price, when it must be apparent thatthey are of greai 
difference in quality. This argument seems to 
assume that one dollar and twenty-five cenis is the 
maximum price, and that the difierence in quality 
must be adjusted, by reducing the price on the in- 
ferior qualities. But in point of fact, the entry 
price is the minimam price, or the average or 
medium price. But itisclaimed that it is unjust to 
hold the public lands at such price as that they will 
not sell; that the settlement of the new States is 
thereby retarded, and their resources for taxation 
impaired, and individual settlers injured. He ad- 
mitted that there was great force in these reasons, 
and was by nomeans opposed to the principle of 
graduation, and only wished to be cautious in its 
application, and to be careful that, under the ap- 
pearance of graduating the price of the publiclands, 
we do not necessarily disturb the land system, and 
pass a law for the reduction of the price of the 
public lands. 

He would notice one other objection to the bill 
as it is: if so short a time as five years is establish- 
ed for the reduction of the price of the public 
lands, will it not induce purchasers to forbear to 
enter lands, until after this period has expired, so 
as io get them at the reduced price? Some sec- 
tions, highly valuable, some choice spots would no 
doubt be entered; but the rest might be suffered to 
remain until it could be obtained at the reduced 
price. It appeared to him that this wonld be the 
probable result. So that, instead of promoting 
the sale of the public lands, your graduating prin- 
ciple would delay their sale, as well as diminish 
the proceeds. He wished to disturb the present 
system as little as possible, and did not think the 
price ought to be reduced, until the lands had been 
in market such a length of time, as should establish 
the fact beyond all reasonable doubt, that the lands 
were of inferior quality, and would not sell at the 
present minimum price; and eight years he did 
not think too long for that purpose. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped that neither him- 
self, nor those associated with him, would be ac- 
cused of arrogance when they claimed io kaow 
more with regard to the public domain, and all the 
circumstances connected with it, than those who 
enver had been upon it. The honorable Senator 
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from Connecticut was net aware of the situation of 
these |ands when they were first brought into mar- 
ket. He would give an illustration from his own 
personal knowledge. In the county of Jackson, 
Alabama, the lands were brought into market eight 
years ago; and there were then two thousand voters 
in the county, or fifleen hundred families. Many 
of these individuals took pre-emption rights, many 
bought at the public auction which was held, alter 
which the lands were open to every body at $1 25 
per acre. Now, he would ask the gentleman if it 
was not fair to presume that, after the lands had 
been culled by these pre-emptions and auction 
sales, the remainder were not worth less than the 
Government price. ‘The gentieman must acknow- 
ledge that these auction sales and pre-emptions 
furnished sufficient security that the Government 
could make no sacrifice in reducing the price, as 
the bill now proposed. What was the case with 
regard to lands not surveyed?) There were three 
counties in his State which might be regarded as 
new, and they contained a population of not less 
than five hundred families each. This was the 
territory lately acquired by treaty from the Chero- 
kee Indian’. Now, was it reasonable to suppose 
that, in a district thus picked and culled by the set- 
tlers, and then at auction, ard afterwards subject 
to entry four years, the lands could not be reduced 
twenty-five cents per acre without injury to the 
yovernment? His friends from Indiana, Arkan- 
sas, and Missoun, who represented new States, 
an ' knew the face of the country, and the manner 
in vw hich it was set'led, could tell the gentleman 
that osates took place until settlement, and that 
popul tion always preceded the surveys, as it would 
be imy ‘ssible, without a military force, to keep the 
settlers tom the fresh lands. It never had been 
done, an. was no! likely to be done now. — As to 
he idea he d out by the Senator from Connecticut 
that an ind vidual who wished to purchase would 
posipone it ‘or five years for the sake of getting 
land at there uced price, it had no foundation in 
reality. Wotid any prudent man risk the loss of 
a tract which he wished to purchase by letting it 
remain open for five years, to be bought by any 
body, for the sake of saving twenty-five cents an 
acre? He thought not, and he putit to the honora- 
ble Senator if he thought a tract was worth one 
dollar and a quarter per acre, and wanted it, if he 
would risk the loss of it, by. permitting it to remain 
open, subject to entry by any body and every body, 
for five years. He hoped the Senator would see 
the propriety of withdrawing his amendment, and 
if he did not do so, then he hoped that the Senate 
wouid disagree with him and reject it. 

Mr. BENTON wished, when the vote was taken 
on the amendment of the Senator from Connecti- 
cut, to have the question divided. He thought the 
period of five years, as now in the bill, very ample, 
and one that allowed a very good opportunity 
of having all the lands picked and culled over, and 
the best taken out. They ha: to recollect that these 
lands had first been offered at public auction, 
where they would not bring the $1 25 per acre, 
and that they had remained open to every body at 
that price ever since. It was known that during 
the last two years fifty millions of acres had been 
sold, and that the spirit of speculation prevailing 
during that time had made very heavy drafts on 
the public domain. Lands had been taken up by 
agents for persons at a distance that were not worth 
twelve and a halfcents per acre. It was seen, by 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
there were, in round numbers, seventy millions of 
acres that had been subject to private entry for five 
years, and could not find purchasers at the esta- 
blished price. Out of that seventy millions, a con- 
siderab!e portion, if they believed the report of the 
land officers, was not worth having; but that of the 
remainder, a great deal of it would be sold imme- 
diately, if it was offered at its real value; for it was 
in the midst of the settlements, mixed up with the 
farms of the settlers, who would be glad to have 
it, some for the sake of the timber, some for the 
water, and some for the sake of extending their 
farms, and keeping off a bad neighbor. The great 
object at present was the staie of the Treasnry, and 
it was, therefore, desirable that these lands should 
be sold immediately, and the mouey brought into it. 


Mr. WALKER thought five and ten years a suf- 
ficient criterion, but if the Senate thought it best to 
extend the time, he would prefer five and fifteen 
years toeight and twelve. He suggested to the 
Senator from Connecticut whether he would not be 
willing to modify his amendment to that effect. 

Mr. NILES was unwilling to change his amend- 
ment, believing that the extension of the time for 
the first class of reductions, from five to eight 
years, to be the most important. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped that his friend from Con- 
necticut, who had stoed by the squatters in many 
a hard-fought battle, would not desert them now. 
In the first place, this Government was the only 
one on earth that ever undertook to make money 
by selling land. On one side of us, Texas gives 
her lands to the settlers who will go on them; and, 
on the other side, in Canada, her Majesty, Queen 
Victoria, gives them farms on the same easy con- 
ditions. At this very time, there were thousands 
of our industrious and valuable citizens, who were 
induced to cross the river and go into Texas, be- 
cause they could get land there for nothing, while 
our Government would not sell it for what it was 
worth. He had just received the information that 
two of the counties of his State wanted to give 
themselves to Texas; and, indeed, he did not know 
but at this moment his State was engaged in a war 
with General Houston, and all because the people 
could get lands on better terms from the Texan 
Government than ours. But what he more parti- 
cularly objected to, was the injustice with which 
the new States were treated by holding the lands 
up at mere than they were worth, end keeping 
them from settlement. If the lands were offered 
at a fair price, they would be sold, and be subject to 
taxation by the State, and thus enable her to sup- 
port the expenses of herGovernment. He asked if 
it was fair for this Government, in this manner, to 
violate the compact with the new States. He re- 
gretted much that his State had ever relinquished 
the power of taxing the Government land; and, for 
his part, he would rather have remained out of the 
Union a few years longer than consent to it. If 
the State could tax the Government lands, he ven- 
tured to assert that they would not long be kept 
out of market, for they had there a very effectual 
mode of dealing with speculators when they got 
them subject to taxation. Give us, said Mr. S. 
the taxing power over these lands, and you may 
then keep them up as high as you please. He 
hoped that his friend from Connecticut, who had 
stood by him so long, would come to sume com- 
promise, and modify his amendment. 

Mr. NILES replied, that after the very feeling 
appeals of his friend from Arkansas, and taking 
into consideration also his magnanimous course the 
other day on the duelling bill, when he was so wil- 
ling to suffer martyrdom on that floor, he could not 
refuse to make some concessions to him in the way 
of a compromise; and he would therefore be wil- 
ling to give him one year, and make his amend- 
ment read seven instead of eight years. 

The question was then taken on striking out the 
word five, and inserting seven, and lost—ayes 17, 
noes 19. ; 

The question was next taken on striking out ten 
and inserting twelve,and lost without a division; and 

The question was then taken on striking out all 
after the word acre, as in the tenth line, which was 
also lost—ayes 15, noes 19. 

The effect of these questions was to leave the 
bill in the shape of Mr. Grunpy’s amendment, as 
printed in the beginning of the debate. 

Mr. LYON then offered an amendment, which 
was to give to the States the right of purchasing at 
a reduced price the refuse lands within their limits‘ 
but withdrew it after some rematks from Messrs. 
CLAY of Alabama and LINN. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped that, from the 
importance of the measure, the Senate would con- 
sent to let it lie over for two or three days. From 
the votes taken to-day, it appeared that not more 
than two-thirds of the Senate was present, and here 
was a measure the effect of which was to legislate 
away hundreds of millions. He suggested that 
sufficient progress had been made in the bill for 
the present, and as he wished to address the Senate 
on it when there was a full House, he trusted that 
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the friends of the bill would consent to a postpone- 


ment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama was not disposed to 
hurry the measure, and was willing to postpone it 
for any reasonable time. While up, he would 
reply to some remarks made by the Senator from 


- Kentucky. The gentleman said that the bill was 


to legislate away hundreds of millions 

Mr. CLAY of Keatucky. I will prove it. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama replied that he chal- 
lenged him to the proof, and would be glad to see 
how the gentleman would do it. The bill extended 
only to 71,009,000 of acres aad a fraction, about 
one-half of which must have been in market and 
subject to private entry, at $1 25 per acre, for 
fifteen years and upwards, and would not bring 
that, while the greater part of the «ther half was 
ascertained to be of little value or unfit for cultiva- 
tion. Under the provisions of the bill as it now 
stood, he said not an acre could be sold for less 
than fifty cents. He submitted to the Senate, there- 
fore, Whether it was not very extravagant to say 
that hundreds of millions, or even fifty or forty 
millions, of acres, or dollars, were involved in this 
measure? Why, sir, the Government has not sold 
from the very commencement to the 30th of Sep- 
tember last, but about 75,000,000 of acres out of 
172,374,470 acres offered fur sale, in all; and 
the whole amount received from purchasers has 
been but about $106,000,000; and those sales have 
included, too, he most fertile and valuable lands— 
those of Mississippi and Louisiana, producing cot- 
ton, sugar cane, &c. Howstrange, then, the asser- 
tion of the Senater from Kentucky! ‘The last 
clause of the bill did not propose that the lands 
should be reduced to fifty cents till it had been 
offered for seventeen years in the market He 
could not, therefore, imagine how the Senator 
came to the conclusious he did, and he hoped that 
no one would be frightened by bis portentous fore- 
bodings. With the consent of the Senate, he 
would agree that the bill be laid over till the day 
alter to-morrow, when the honorable Senator might 
have an opportunity of being beard. He would be 
glad, however, to have the bill printed as amended. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he did not mean to 
enter into an argument with his honorable name- 
sake at the present ime. He wished a fuligSenate 
before he went into an examination of this mea- 
sure, and, when the time came, he would prove all 
that he had said. Ile would propose that the bill 
be postponed till Wednesday next. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama assented, and the bill 
was postponed to, ana made the order of the day 
for, Wednesday next. 

The bill in addition to the act supplementary to 
the act to establish the northern boundary line of 
Ohio, and to provide for the admission of the State 
of Michigan into the Union on certain conditions, 
was taken up, and warmly supported by Messrs. 
LYON, NORVELL, SEVIER and TIPTON, and 
opposed by Messrs. CLAY, CRITTENDEN, 
WALKER and DAVIS. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to postpone the bill 
until the 31st day of December next, avowing him- 
self, at the same time, friendly to it; and that he 
will be willing to vote for it when better times 
came; but, in the present embarrassed state of the 
Treasury, he thought the strictest economy neces- 
sary, and therefore could not vote for the bill. 

After some remarks from Mr. CALHOUN in 
favor of the motion, and from Mr. NORVELL and 
TIPTON against it, the~question was taken, and 
the motion was agreed to—yeas 23, nays 11: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Cathoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Ciayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Hubbard, Lampkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Strange, Swift, Trot- 
ter, Walker, White, Williams, and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Fulion, Grundy Lyon, Norvell, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tip- 
ton, Wall, and Young—1). 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuxrspay, April 10, 1838. 
Petitions were, on leave, presented by Mr. SAW- 
YER of North Carolina, and Mr. CRAIG of 


Virginia. 
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. _ DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA I 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill fur the erection of 
a Court House at Alexandria, in the District of | 
Columbia. 

Mr. B. also moved that this committee be 
discharzed from the further consideration of the 
resolution inquiring into the expediency of receding 
the District of Columbia, and that the subject, with 
a report thereon, be laid on the table. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to postpone it till to- 
morrow, oh the ground that the gentleman who | 
introduced the resolution [Mr. Wise] was not then | 
in his seat. 

Mr. BOULDIN signified his assent, and the sub- 
ject was postponed accordingly. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported Senate bill, with sundry amendments, to | 
amend the act of 3ist May, 1832, respecting en- | 
rolling conveyances, ctc. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
ordered to a third readirg, read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the anti-duelling bill 
of the Senate be referred vc the select committee on 
the subject of duelling, insiead of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to which it had seen referred yes- 
terday; which was agreed to. 

Mr. INGHAM, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Gratian 
Ray. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the vacancy on the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, occasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. Parton, be filled; which was 
ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill 
granting a pension to Samuel Hatten, of the State 
of Virvinia. 

Mr. IIEROD, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to John 
Brown. 

Mr. CHILDS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
William A. Cuddeback. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, made several unfavorable 
reports, and against the proposition to extend the 
pension act of 1837. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the map accompany- 
ing the President’s Message, on the subject of a 
canal communication across the Isthmus of Pa- 
nama, be printed; which was agreed to. 
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Gore sound, North Carolina, was ordered to be 
lithographed on a reduced scale. 




















On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD, the chart of | 


Mr. JONES of New York, from the Committee | 





on the Territories, reported a bill granting an ap- 
propriation for purchasing a law library for the 
use of the Court of Appeals and Legislative Coun- 
cil of Plorida. 

Mr. BOND then resumed his remarks on the 
subject of a divoree of the public press from the 
patronage of the Government, and again gave way 
for the orders of the day without concluding. 


munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting reports from the Third Auditor and Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, relating to the appointment of 


MAN, was laid on the table. 
NAVAL SERVICE. 
The Honse then resumed the consideration of 


vice for 1838.” 


MONTGOMERY to recommit the bill tu the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means for the purpose of spe- 
cifying the amount required for the South Sea Ex- 
ploriug Expedition. 

Mr. BRONSON, who was entitled to the floor, 
eutere?d into a defence of the late and present Ad- 
lainistrations in relation to thissubject, and, though 
he disclaimed being opposed to the Explering Ex- 
pedition, either the late projected one or another, 
he was in favor of having the bill recommitted, be- 
cause he thought it proper that the estimates should 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


pension agents, the time of their appointment, their | 
compensation, the banks with which they are con- | 
nected, &¢c.; which, on motion of Mr. CUSH- | 


the “bill making appropriations for the naval ser- | 





The question pending was on the motion of Mr. | 
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be furnished, and the sum necessary for carrying it 
on made distinct and separate from the appropria- 


trons necessary for the general service of the 
Navy. This was due to the couniry, fer there 
had been upwards of §700,000 already ex- 
pended, and the only result was that there 
was no louger an Exploring Squadron ia 


existence, and the question was, should they order 
a new one to be fitted out? He thought not, espe- 
cially in the present embarrassed condition ef the 
Tressury; and he also doubted whether, in the pre- 
sent state of feeling towards the scheme, both 
throughout the country and in the navy, any of 
those great results anticipated by its triends would 
be produced. By and by, when the present excite- 
ment had passed away, such an expedition might 
be sent out that would redound to the hovor of the 
country, and produce very beneficial resu!ts; and he 
would be willing to sustain it, but this was not the 
proper time. He was satisfied that po results, 
commensurate with the expenditure, would ensue 
from its sailing now. 

Mr. B. also doubted the propriety of the appoint- 
ment of Lieutenant Wilkes, not from his want of 
skill or experience, but from his being a junior 
officer, the effect of which would increase the pre- 
sent dissatisfaction and lead to dissensiens. In 
reply 'o the argument that the money already ex- 
pended would be so much thrown away, he had 
ascertained the loss wou'd not exceed a thousand 
dollars, for nearly all the articles were required 
elsewhere, whereas twenty-five thousand dollars 
weuld be wanted to complete the two vessels now 
at New York. 

Mr. B. concluded by suggesting a modification to 
secommit the bili, with instructions to the Comm t- 
tee of Ways and Means to report specifically what 
would be the additional sum necessary to sustain 
the Exploring Expedition over and above what it 
would be necessary to keep these vease!s in the 
setvice, provided they be employed in the coast 
service, or in any other service. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY stated that he had pre- 
pared a modification to that effect. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the gentleman 
from North Carolina to withdraw his motion to re- 
commit the bill, for Mr. C was prepared, lorg 
since, to make a motion to strike out this appropri- 
ation altogether, and to discontinue this expedition 
in May next. Mr. C. then moved sundry redue- 
tions in the bill, amounting in the aggregate to 
$192,000, remarking that this would bring the 
House to a direct vote whether they would er would 
not continue the Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY withdrew his motion, 
with the distinct undestauding, as he stated, that a 
direct vote be taken on the continuance or discon- 
tinuance of this expedition. 

Mr. BRONSON disapproved of the motion of 
his colleague, because it contemplated a positive 
diseontinuance of the expedition. 

Mr. MERCER expressed his regret at the course 
proposed by the gentleman from New York, whose 
motion was pending. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the motion 
was not his own, but was made by him to bring the 
House toa direct vote. He was understood fur- 
ther to say that he should vote against it bimself. 

Mr. MERCER continued, and went on to show 
the importance of the proposed expedition, and to 
argue against employing the vessels as a coast sur- 
veying squadron, becanose a triangular survey 
should first be completed. He was warmly in 
favor of the Exploring Expedition, and remarked 
that the only question was whether the present Ac- 
ministration were competent to carry it into execu- 
tion. For himself, he did not believe that, take the 
whole of them together, with the President and 
Cabinet, they all had capacity sufficient to furnish 
instructions for it. Still he was unwilling, even 
in view of this fact, that the honor of the cosntry 
shou'd te tarnished by an abandonment of the 
scheme. Mr. M. concluded, by defending the 
character’of Commodore Jones. ; 

Mr. BRONSON disclaimed having, in the re- 
motest degree, intended to cast the slightest impu- 
tation upon the character and conduct of Commo- 
dore Jones; both of which, ouce forall, he pro- 
nounced to be, in his opinion, unexceptionable. 
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Mr. CRARY did not see what the character of 
Commodore Jones had to do with the question un- 
der consideration, though, if it should be gone into, 
Mr. C. should dissent from much of the eulogy he 
had heard. The history of the events de- 
monstrated that, through the agency of this very 
gentleman, the whole design and intention of 
Congress had been changed, from an exploring 
to a scientific expedition, when the latter object 
should have been an incidental one. At all events, 
the failure had grown out of the collision between 
Commodore Jones and the Head of the Navy De- 
partment, though Mr. C. considered the latier to 
be no head at all, for he was utterly unfit for the 
station he occupied. The responsibility of the 
failure Jay with both of them, but the immediate 
preparations with Commodore Jones, under whose 
superintendence and direction vessels were con- 
structed, which he had represented to be well quali- 
fied for the service, when they had turned outto be 
unfit. 

Mr. C. was opposed to the expedition originally, 
but he was not now inclined to desert it, and as 
the reasons were stronger that it should sail than at 
first, from the amount of money expended, he 
hoped it would continue, and should vote for it. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto the following words: 

“And that no part of the money appropriated in 
this bill shall, after the first of May next, be ap- 
plied to the use of the South Sea Expedition until 
the further action of Congress.” 

Mr. MONTGOMFRY accepted this as a modi- 
fication. 


Mr. WISE then addressed the House at length 
in opposition to the continuance of the expedition, 
and ina review of the circumstances which had 
produced its failure. 

Mr. REED followed in support of the expedition. 


Mr. CUSHMAN then demanded the previous 
question, but it was no: seconded, only 36 voting 
for it. 

Mr. SERGEANT was warmly in favor of the 
expedition, and went into an examination of the 
causes of its failure, which he ascribed wholly to 
the Executive Department, and of a piece with the 
mode in which it had managed all the other affairs 
entrusted to it, such as the Florida war, the Trea- 
sury buudings, &c. With reference to the money 
already expended, he regarded it as nothing com- 
pared with the dishonor that would befal the coun- 
try upon the abandonment of the project, inde- 
pendent of the great injustice of having called a 
number of individuals from their private stations, 
and then turning them off. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 57, nays 91. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG then submitted two or 
three verbal amendments; which were agreed to. 


Mr. WISE suggested to some one in favor of the 
expedition, for he would not move it himself, io 
move the insertion of a provision in the bill, as the 
House had determined upon the continuance of the 
expedition, limiting the time within which it shall 
sail. Fix any reasonable time, say three months, 
or six, or twelve, or two years, or even three; but 
in the hame of sense, in the name of economy, he 
did hope the House would limit the period. 

r. MALLORY then moved the following pro- 
Viso: 


“‘ Provided, That, in officering the exploring 
squadron, for which appropriations are herein 
made, the law of the 25th of February, 1799, be 
not violated in any of its provisions.” 


Mr. M. caused an extract of the law to be read 
as explanatory of his object, which was, that none 
under a captain could be appointed to the com- 
mand of vessels of war, over a certain number of 
gune. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay,: April 10, 1838. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
War Department, containing the information in re- 
lation to the payment of pensions required by the 
resolution of the 5th ultimo: laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition signed by nu- 
merous inhabitants of Marionand Shelby counties, 
Missouri, asking for a post route from Palmyra to 
Shelbyville, by Oakdale and New Market: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Fransis Bouchier, praying 
confirmation of a lot of ground in the town of 
Peoria, State of Lllinois: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Also, from many individuals in Missouri, asking 
for aremoval of the land office from St. Louis to 
Potosi, which they say would be more central and 
convenient for the people: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FULTON presented the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Arkansas, instructing their Senators 
and requesting their Representatives fh Congress to 
use their exertions to procure the passage of a law 
for the confirmation of Spanish grants to land: re- 
ierred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. F. also presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Rio Hondo, in Louisiana, praying a con- 
firmation of ttle to their lands: referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, against the passage 
of the international copy right law: referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Betsey 
Booth, praying for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the resolutions of the 
Legisiature of Indiana, praying for a grant of land 
to open a canal: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens ef Laneaster, Pennsylvania, on the 
subject of duelling; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of John Elli- 
oul, praying compensation for a horse lost in the 
service of the United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. LINN, from. the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of the heirs of John Law. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, trom the Committee on the 
Distriet of Columbia, to which had been referred 
the memorial of the presideut and directors of the 
Bank of Alexandria, reported a bill to extend the 
time allowed them for winding up their affairs: read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, to 


which had been referred the bill from the House | 





for the relief of Harris, reported the same 
with amendments; which were read. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
Roswell L. Colt and others, praying for the passage 
of a law to enable them to inst:tute proceedings in 
the courts of the United States to enable them to try 
the validity of their claims to lands in Missouri and 
Arkansas, reported a bill for that purpose; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to authorize the issuing a patent to the 
heirs and legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased, was, after some remarks from Mr. LINN, 
read the third ume and passed. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. DAVIS some 
days age, calling on the Secretary of War for a re- 
port relative to the building and employment of 
steam batteries for coast defence and how far the 
same can advantageously be substituted for forts, 


was takeu up, aud, aftersome remarks from Messrs. 
DAVIS and BENTON, adopted. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Bolitha Laws was taken up; when 

Mr. H. moved to postpone the bill indefinitely; 
and, aftera debate, in which the motion was 
suppoited by Messrs. HUBBARD,’'TIPTON, 
WHITE and PRENTISS, and opposed by Messrs. 
ROANE, RIVES and WRIGHT, the motion was 
carrieéd—yeas 32, nays 5, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Davis, Fulton 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mou. 
ton, Niles, Norvell, Pearce, Prentiss, Robinson 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Strange, Swift, Tipton, Trotter, Wall 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—32. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Crittenden, Merrick, Nicholas 
Rives, and Roane—5. , 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Georgetown, D. C. and of that 
part of Washington county west of Rock creek, 
praying for a retrocession to the State of Mary- 
land: referred to a select committee of five. 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Exe- 
cutive business; after which, 

It adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, Apri! 11, 1838. 
RETROCESSION OF THE DISTRICT. 

The first business in order, was the report of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia against 
the expediency of a retrocession of the District. 

Mr. BOULDIN said the report of the committee 
and motion had been yesterday, at the request of 
his colleague [Mr. Hoprxtns,] postponed for his 
colleague [Mr. Wise,] who had moved the original 
resolution, until this morning. He did not see his 
colleague in his seat, and was willing, if he had 
the power to postpone the subject still, to do so 
again, until the mover [M. Wise,] came in. 

Mr. ADAMS said there were many subjects 
that this House did not choose to debate, and abo- 
lition was one of them. That question would 
come up if the report of the committee and motion 
of the chairman should be debated. He wished 
the question taken then— 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not de- 
bateable. 

Mr. BOULDIN rejoined. The committee in- 
ended to avoid a debate on abolition in asking to 
be discharged from this. 

The SPEAKRR said the question was not de- 
bateable. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he moved to lay the resolu- 
tion andreport on the table. 

The motion was agreed to, and the subject laid 
on the table. 

At a subsequent stage, 

Mr. WISE appealed to some gentleman who had 
voted in favor of this motion, to move a reconside- 
ration, in order that a motion might be made to 
commit it to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. In his opinion, a majority of 
Congress would be found to differ with the Com- 
mittee for the District. 

Mr. BOULDIN, on leave, made an explanation. 
He had proposed, he said, to waive making the 
motion till his colleague was in his seat; but it was 
objected to. His colleague knew that Mr. B. was 
willing, in the House and out of the House, that the 
subject of abolition should be argued, and that the 
people should be fully and correctly informed of all 
in relation to it, and that he had yielded that opi- 
nion, openly expressed, to the will of his constitu- 
ents, as he believed their opinion to be, and of all 
the South and his friends, and the repeated expres- 
sion solemnly made of the opinion of this House, 
contrary to his own known opinion; for he 
thought the South ought to know their whole 
danger; but the opinion of the South generally, 
however expressed, had been different—-that 
of the House was different. He believed his 
constituents thought differently, and the committee 
over which he had the honor to preside, desired 
that he should ask to be discharged, with a view to 
avoid discussion on the subject of abolition, and 
he felt bound, under the circumstances, to hold on 
to the motion, and decision to lay on the table. 

The SPEAKER here interposed, and reminded 
the gentleman that the motion was not debateable. 

Mr. BOULDIN resumed his seat. 


Mr. WISE would state that his object was to put 
this question to rest; and he appealed to Southern 
gentlemen to sustain him in the motion he should 
make. 


Mr. HARLAN then made the motion solicited 
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by Mr. Wise, to reconsider the vote laying this 
subject on the table. 

Mr. WISE then gave notice of the motion he 
should make, if this should prevail. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would show the gentleman 
from Virginia, that the question of abolition was 
intimately invotved in this, as well as that ofa 
change of the seat of Government. 

Mr. WISE replied that it was the Abolitionists 
who sought to retain the District for their own pur- 
poses, aud it behooved Southern men to take the 
ground for retrocession in order, thereby, to destroy 
the last hopes of the Abolitionists. 

The motion was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 82, nays 63. 
~ Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Nathaniel Mitchell. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Claims, reported Senate bill, to provide for the is- 
suing of patents for certain lands at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin Territory, with a recommendation thet 
it do not pass. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill concerning the Western 
frontier. 

Mr. McKAY also reported adversely on a reso- 
lution directing an inquiry in relation to the pay of 
volunteers called into the service ef the Unite 
States; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on the Terri- 
tories, reported a bill for making an appropriation 
fur a compilation of the laws of Florida. 

DIVORCE OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, submitted some time since by 
Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia: 

Resoled, That a select coummittee, consisting of 
five members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
io make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into all such abuses as may exist in the administra- 
tion of the legislative branch of the Federal Go- 
vernment, with a view to the speedy correction of 
the same by the adoption of such a system of re- 
form and retrenchment in the contingent expenses 
thereef as the public good may require; and that 
the said committee be instructed also to inquire 
into the expediency of divorcing, by law, the Go- 
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vernment from the public press, by prohibiting, in . 


future, every officer thereof, in his official capacity, 
from employing any conductor of a political jour- 
nal to execute any portion of the public printing. 

Mr. BOND resumed his remarks in support of 
the resolution, and again continued till the expira- 
tion of the time devoted to morning business. 

Mr. WISE begged leave to propound an inquiry 
to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Hamer,] viz: 
when he proposed to call up the resolution laid on 
the table by him some days since. 

Mr. HAMER was about to respond, when 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose and objected. 

Mr. WISE accordingly moved a suspension of 
the rules, but the House refused—ayes 86, noes 
54, not two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Acting Secretary of War, 
transmitting a report from the Commanding Gene- 
ralof the Army, in answer to the inquiry whether 
any Seminole Indians coming in under a flag of 
truce, or were brought in by the Cherokee Indians, 
had been made prisoners by General Jesup. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, laid on the table. 

NAVAL SERVICE. 

The “bill making appropriations for the naval 
service of the United States for the year 1838,” was 
taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. MALLORY, without intending to open 
again the discussion on this bill, for the wants of 
the service required its passage, but in consequence 
of what had been said yesterday in reference to 
the character of a distinguished officer, felt con- 
Strained to cause a vindicatory statement from that 
gentleman to be read. Mr. M. then sent the pa- 
per from Com. Jones to the Clerk’s table, which 
was read to the House. 
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The statement went on to throw the whole blame 
of the failure of the Exploring Expedition on the 
Secretary of the Navy, ascribing the failure chiefly 
to three radical causes: 

1. The inability of the Navy Commissioners to 
fit out the Macedonian in time. 

2. The want of confidence displayed towards the 
commander of the proposed squadron, the continued 
opposition made to almost every thing proposed by 
him, the indefinite and unsettled plans of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, the repeated changes in his own 
plans, &c. 

3. The semi-official and confidential correspon- 
dence and intercourse carried on by the Secretary 
of the Navy with junior officers of the navy, &c. 

Mr. M. then went over a review of the facts and 
circumstances conected with the Exploring Expe- 
dition, sustaining the positions assumed by Com. 
Jones, by a reference to such documents as had 
been laid before Congress. 

Mr. M. disclaimed being opposed to such an 
expedition, if properly organized ; but he was 
opposed to the present one, from the plan by which 
it was intended to be carried on, and he could not 
agree with those who thought ita light matter to 
set aside the law, the rules of the serviee, by plac- 
ing a junior officer over the heads of upwardsof a 
hundred of his seniors. It was a violation of rank, 
and consequently a violation of rignt, and it was 
to obviate this, that he had submitted the proviso, 
offered by him yesterday, though he had nothing 
to object to the character of Lieutenant Wilkes. 

Mr. HOFFMAN explained, that though the 
service contained in the list many, both his juniors 
as well as seniors, fully competent to conduct this 
expedition, yet he meant to say that Mr. Wilkes 
was pre-eminently qualified for it, and he insisted 
that the appointmentment of that gentleman did 
not violate the rule of seniority, sinee the rule 
only applied in time of war. A selection fora 
command like this should be made with reference 
to the scientific acquirements, as well as to nautical 
ability, and he instanced the cases of Captain 
Cooke, who was made a Lieutenant for the pur- 
pose; of Captain Ross, who was chosen to command 
the expedition to the North Pole, while only a com- 
mander; and of Parry, who, like Cooke, was com- 
missioned a Lieutenant for the second voyage to 
the North Pole. The British admiralty passed 
over all the senior officers, in these cases, and no 
complaint was ever made by them. 

Mr. WISE insisted that the appointment of 
Lieutenant Wilkes did disparage those who were 
higher on the list than himself. But Mr. W. un- 
derstood that Lieutenant Wilkes had not been se- 
lected in consequence of his pre-eminent scientific 
attainments, or his peculiar fitness, but because he 
had pledged himself to dismiss a part of the scien- 
tific corps, who were obnoxious to the Department; 
and Mr. W. asked for some information of his 
friend from New York on this point. 

Mr. HOFFMAN could only say that such a re- 
port had never reached him. 

Mr. WISE would net vouch for the truth of this 
charge; but it had reached him from a respec.able 
source; and such a rumor prevailed among a branch 
of the service. Mr. W. understeod that Mr. Rey- 
nolds, who had done so much in getting up this ex- 
pedition, was to be dismissed. 

Mr. HOFFMAN felt it due to state that it was 
Lieut. Wilkes’s opinion that the scientific corps, as 
proposed, was larger than was necessary, and also 
that a portion of them could be selected from the 
navy itself. Mr. H. himself should regret the dis- 
misvion of Mr. Reynolds, and hoped it would not 
take place. Of the charge alluded to, he again ex- 
pressed his ignorance. 

Mr. INGHAM remarked that it was the uni- 
versal opinion that the scientific corps should be 
reduced. Indeed, it was apparent to every one 
at all conversant with the expedition, that it must 
be too large, because the corps had been originally 
organized with reference te a squadron twice as 
large as that now contemplated. Mr. I. could not 
bring himself to believe that the Secretary of War 
(who had made the appointment) had entered into 
= such a combination as that alluded to by Mr. 

Vise. 

Mr. WISE had not brought a charge, nor stated 
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that such a combination had existed, but that it 
was believed by some attached to the scientific 
corps that the opinion of Lieut. Wilkes, that the 
corps should be reduced, was the peculiar fitness 
that led to his appointment, rather than his skill 
and courage. 


Mr. BOON said no admendment had _ been pro- 
posed to the bill, and all that had been said, was 
merely explanatory of what had been said by gen- 
tlemen on yesterday, and, therefore, a continuance 
of this kind of discussion was not calculated to 
shed any new light upon the subject. The gentle 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Wiser,] had said that 
while many of those who stood opposed in politics 
might be compelled to vote for extravagant appro- 
priations, the Administration would be held respon- 
sible for the whole amount of public expenditure, 
Sir, [said Mr. B.] 1, for one, as one of the friends 
and supporters of the Administration, will not 
shrink from my share of responsibility. And I 
will tell gentlemen of the Opposition, that there is 
another responsibility that they will be held ac- 
countable for, and that is, for the waste of time 
and money in making Opposition speeches, which 
would cost more money than the amount of ap- 
propriation that may be involved, and for their 
voting for the appropriation, with perhaps one or 
two exceptions, as was the case on the appropria- 
tion to defray the expenses of the Florida war. 
Mr. B. concluded his remarks by a demand for the 

previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, 68 to 64, 
the main question ordered, put, and agreed to with- 
out a division. 

So the bill was passed. 

RED RIVER RAFT. 

The “bill making an appropriation (of $70,000) 
for the removal of the great raft on Red river,” 
was also read a third time, and passed. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD; 

The House then took up, on its third reading; 
the “bill making appropriations for continuing the 
Cumberland road in the States ef Ohio, Indiana, 
and Lilinois, and for other purposes.” 

The question was on concurring with the Com 
mittee of the Whole in an additional section, mak- 
ing appropriations for guard fences on the road 
east of the Ohio, for widening the road leading 
down Laurel Hill, etc. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to recommit the 

bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
nstractions to report a bill ceding the Cumberland 
road to the States through which it passes west of 
the Ohio, as had been done in reference to that part 
of it east of the river, and asked for the yeas and 
nays thereon. 

This proposition was sustained by Messrs. UN- 
DERWOOD and CAMPBELL, of South Carolina 

Mr. BOON said he was not a little surprised at 
the remarks which had just fallen from the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop.}] That 
gentleman had declared that he considered any 
system of internal improvement by the General 
Government as being now entirely defunct! This 
Mr. B. was sorry to hear from a professed friend of 
the measure, as he had not expected to hear such a 
declaration from any member of a party in politics 
who claim to be the exclusive friends and support- 
ers of all the great interests of the country. I, con- 
tinued Mr. B. stand upon this question, at this 
time, precisely as I did when I first came to Con- 
gress in the year 1825. I was then, as I am now, 
in favor otf a proper system of internal improve- 
ments by the General Government. But it seems 
that the gentleman from Kentucky has changed his 
views in reference to this subject, and he has very 
frankly stated his reasons for having done so; and I 
was pleased to hear him come out and avow his 
future objects in terms so bold and manly ashe has 
done on this occasion. 

The gentleman fiom Kentucky now proposes to 
cede the National road, in its present unfinished 
State, to the States through which the same may 
run, to be completed by the States respectively; and 
declares that he is in favor of distributing the whole 
of the proceeds arising from the sales of the public 
lands among the twenty-six States of this Union, 
for the purpose of enabling the States respectively 
to make their own works of internal improvement, 
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Sir, said Mr. B. 1am utterly opposed to any system 
of raising revenue for the purpose of distribution 
among the States. Such a system was never con- 
templated by the framers of the Constitution. We 
hare recently experienced the bad effects of a dis- 
tribution of the surplus revenue among the several 
States. It was found that before the fourth instal- 
ment of the surplus revenue was deposited with the 
States, the Treasury of the United States was defi- 
cient in revenue ever nine millions of dollars. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, from what source of reve- 
nue was this large surplus of 1836 derived? Sure- 
ly not from duties imposed on foreign merchandise; 
but from the great increase of land sales by the 
Government. Previous to the year 1835, the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands var:ed from two and a half to three and a 
half millions of dollars per annum. In 1835 and 
1836, the amount received into the Treasury from 
the same source increased to nearly thirty-five mil- 
lions of dollars, and notwithstanding the amount 
since received into the Treasury from sales of the 
public land, your Treasury is now deficient many 
millions of dollars in consequence of your distribu- 
tionact. And yetthe gentleman from Kentucky is in 
favor of withholding, or withdrawing the whole 
amount of revenue received from the sales of the 
public lands from the Treasury of the United 
States, to be scrambled for, and wasted by the 
twenty-six States of the Union. Should this policy | 
be adopted, there must, and will be, a very large 
deficiency in the Treasury for the ordinary pur- 
poses ef Government, which will have to be made 
up by an increase of the tariff Mr. B. admonish- 
ed those gentlemen who were opposed toa high 
tariff, not to withdraw from the Treasury the reve- 
nue derived from the sales of the public lands, to 
be distributed among the several States, as sucha 
policy would inevitably lead to an increase of the 
tariff. 

Mr. B. said that neither the gentleman from 
Kentoeky nor himself, represented a manufactur- 
ing people. Our constituents, said he, are most- 
ly farmers and mechanics, who are the consumers of 
articles manufactured, and whilst he would not 
knowingly give a vole to operate injurionsly upon | 
the manufacturing interest of the country, he | 
would guard the interests of his constituents against 
the undue influence of chartered monopolies of | 
every kind. Mr. B. was in favor of atariff which | 
had for its object the raising of revenue, and the 
giving ef reasonable and just protection to home 
industry. But, said he, I come to the subject more 
immediately under consideration. The National 
road now being constructed in the States of Ohio, In- 
diana, and I}linvis, bas thus far progressed in con- 
formity with the compacts between the General 
Government and those States, respectively, by 
which they were admitted into the Federal union. 
Ii was conditioned by acts of Congress, admitting 
those States into the Union, that two per cent. of 
the nett proceeds arising from the sales of the pub- 
lic lands should be applied under the direction of 
Congress, in the making of roads to those States 
respectively. In Ohio, this road is completed to 
some twenty miles west of Columbus. In the | 
States of Indiana and Ilinois, the grubbing of the 
road has been completed, and considerable pro- 
gress has been made in grading and erecting 
bridges, without any portion of the road having 
been completed in either of those States, 
and now the gentleman from Kentucky 
proposes that the Genera! Government shall 
abandern this great national improvement, and 
surrender it, in its present unfinished condition, 
to the States through which it passes. Mr. Speak- 
er, [ will not take up more of the time of the House 
in discussing this question, but | will put it to gen- 
tlemen who have heretofore voted for appropria- 
tiuns for carrying oa this great work of national 
importance, to say whether they are now prepared 
to abandon it to its fate. Sir, the constraction of 
this road over the mountains and through the new 
States, has and will induce many thousands to emi- 
grate to the West and purchases the Gove:nment 
lands, by which means your Treasury will be more 
than reimbursed for all that will be required tocom- 
plete this great work. I hope, therefore, that the 
friends of this road will promptly reject the proposi- 





















































































, 


































CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tion of the gentleman from Kentucky, and that the 
bill may be passed without further delay. 

Afier some further remarks, ia opposition, by 
Mr. EWING; ‘ 

On motion of Mr. POPE 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, April 11, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
large meeting of citizens of Philadelphia city and 
county, in favor of erecting a dry dock at Philadel- 
phia: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, four memorials signed by 335 citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying that the alleged treaty with 
the Cherokee Indians might not be enforced against 
that tribe contrary to their will: laid on the table. 

Also, several memorials on the subject of slave- 
ry; the motion to receive them being laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, presented a joint reso- 
lution of the General Assembly of that State, pray- 
ing a grant of lands, upon the terms specified in the 
resolution, to aid in the construction of the Erie and 
Michigan Canal, in that State: referred, on his mo- 
tion, to the Committee on Public Lands, and order- 
ed to be printed. - 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of Hiram F. 
Winter, asking to be compensated for his invention 
for raising stranded and sunken vessels: referred to 
the Committe on Commerce and printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, on leave, introduced a bill 
for the relief of Gurdon S. Hubbard; which was 
read twice, and referred. 

The bill from the House for the relief of Ebene- 
zer A. Lester, was taken up, and considered as in 

Yommittee of the Whole, and, on motion of Mr. 
HIUBBARD, indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to communicate to the 
Senate, at as early a period as practicable, a state- 
ment showing what portion of the public land in 
the several land districts of the United States has 
been subject to sale, at private entry, twenty-five 
years and upwards. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: 

The bill for the relief of Jabez L. White and 
Asa White. 

The bill for the relief of James Dutton. 

The bill supplementary to the act to provide for 
the adjustment of titles to land in the town of De- 
troit, State of Michigan. 

The bill for the relief of James McMaher was 
taken up, and after a debate, in which Messrs. 
HUBBARD, KING, GRUNDY, ROBINSON, 
CRITTENDEN, NILES, and LINN took party 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House giving the assent of Congress 
tu the act of the Legislature of Virginia to amend 
the act to incorporate the Fredericksburg and Alex- 
andria Railroad company, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would to-morrow 
ask leave to bring in a bill granting to the Selma 
and Tennessee Railroad company an entire section 
of land on the Tennessee river, where the road 
terminates, and also granting to said company the 
right of way through the public lands. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. WALKER rose and called the atiention of 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
uons [Mr. Bucnanan] to the state of our relations 
with Mexico. It would be recollected, he said, that 
this subject was recommended to the consideration 
of the Senate by a special message from the Presi- 
4 of the United States on the 7th of February, 
1837. 

Here Mr. W. read extracts from the message, 
which recommends, “that to avoid all misconcep- 
tion on the part of Mexico, as well as to protect 
pur own national character from reproach, (one 
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more opportunity should be given to atone for the 
past before taking redress into our own hands. ) 
with the avowed design and full preparation 1, 
take immediate satisfaction, if it should not be ob. 
tained on a repetition of the demand for it.” The 
message adds: ‘To this end, I recommend that ay 
act be passed authorizing reprisals, and that the 
use of the naval force of the United States by the 
Executive against Mexico, to enforce them, in the 
event of a refusal by the Mexican Governmen: to 
come to an amicable adjustment ef the matters jn 
controversy between us, upon another demand 
thereof, made from on board one of our vessels 
of war on the coast of Mexico.” ‘This message was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations: 
and on the 18h February following, Mr. Bueny. 
NAN, the chairman of that committee, reported the 
following resolation: 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in opinion 
with the President of the United States, that 
another demand ouglit to be made for the redress 
of our grievances from the Mexican Government: 
the mode and manner of which, under the 34th 
article of the treaty, so far as it may be applica- 
ble, are properly confided to his discretion. They 
cannot doubt, from the justice of our claims, that 
this demand will resuit in speedy redress; but 
should they be disappointed in this reasonable 
expectation, a state of things will then have oe- 
curred which will make it the imperative duty of 
Congress promptly to consider what further mea- 
sures may be required by the honor of the nation 
and the rights of our injured fel’ow-citizens. 

On the 27th of February, 1837, this resolution 
was unanimously adopted by the Senate by a vote 
of ayes 47, noes none. Now, said Mr. W. we 
all know that this demand has been again made, 
and that it has been ineffectual; that new insults 
and injuries have been superadded by Mexico since 
this period; that her departing Minister had grossly 
insulted this Government and country, and his con- 
duct had been approved by Mexico; that hey Secre- 
tary of Foreign Affairs had recently published a 
report most insulting to our national honor; and to 
close the long list of Mexican outrages, her vessels 
of war had recently, in our own seas, fired 
upon an American steamboat, carrying the Ame- 
rican flag, and prosecuting a lawful commerce, 
with a neighboring and friendly power. ‘This ves- 
sel had not only been fired upon, and an atiempt 
made to capture her, but the balls had been fired 
through the American flag, as if in derision of the 
idea that this flag constitated any protection 
against Mexican outrages. The flag of our country 
had ceased then to be any protection to the Ameri- 
can Citizen, in our own vessels, and upon our own 
seas, as indeed the name of an American had long 
ceased to protect our cilizens within the limits of 
Mexico. Not only had it ceased to be any protec- 
tion there, but it constituted an invitation to insult, 
imprisonment, and spoliations. More than a 
year had elapsed since the Adoption of 
the resolution above referred to. The justice 
of our claims on Mexico was then declared 
to be undoubted, and, if speedy redress was not 
granted, the Senate resolved unanimously that 
prompt measures would be required to sustain “the 
honor of the nation and the rights of our injured 
fellow-citizens.”” No redress has been, it is clear 
none will be, granted by Mexico; but every day’s 
delay on our part only witnesses new outrages 
and new insults. Mr. W. said he was informed 
by a most respectable citizen of Pennsylvania, 
lately residing in Mexico, and well known to the 
honorable chairman, [Mr. Bucnanan,} that our 
commerce, earried on by our resident merchants in 
Mexico, had beea reduced from three millions to 
three hundred thousand dollars per annum; and 
that, unless some means were speedily taken lo 
protect our citizens from Mexican spoliations and 
insults, this commerce would soon be entirely ex- 
tinguished. Four months and upwards had now 
elapsed since the commencement of this session, 
and no report had been made by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and no intimation given when, 
if ever, any report might be expected. 

Mr. W. then rose to inquire of the chairman of 
the committee [Mr. Bucnanan] if it was the inten- 
tion of the committee to report upon this subject; 
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and if so, when a report might be expected. Mr. 
W. said he desired no war with any foreign 
nower, much less with such a power as Mexico, 
or did he think a war would be necessary. If 
Congress would do what the French Government 
was now doing, send a sufficient squadron to de- 
mand instantaneous redress, and, if not granted, 
then to blockade the ports of Mexico; redress 
would then be granted, and never till then; but 
new insults and injuries would be accumulated. 

Mr. BUCHANAN (chairman of the Commitee 
on Foreign Relations) said that he had no objection 
whatever to answer the interrogatory propounded 
by the Senator from Mississippi. 
object to, if he were disposed to be hypercritical, 
was the observations of the Senator preceding the 
wnterrogatory. ‘The Senator had given day and 
daie, and circumstance, and all connected with the 
resolution which the committee had reported at the 
jast regular session of Congress on the subject of 
our claims against Mexico, evidently foi the pur- 
pose of showing that our present apparent listless- 
ness was inconsistent with our former energy. This 
was not the case. There was no indisposition on 
the partof the committee to make a report on this 
subject whenever it might be proper. He could 
safely say, that there was not one of them who felt 
disposed to shrink from the responsibility of acting 
up to the spirit and letter of the resolution which 
they had reported, and which had received the 
unanimous sanction of the Senate. 

The committee had held a number of informal 
consultations on the subject, and had come to the 
conclusion that it was proper to await the action of 
the Elouse of Representatives. The next step we 
take, said Mr. B. in regard to Mexico, must be 
some measure that may directly lead to war, or 
war itself; because he thought every honorable 
means of conciliation had been exhausted. Now 
where ought such a measure to be introduced? We 
have, said he, examined the public archives, and 
find that from the origin of the Government to the 
present day, no such measure has originated in 
ihe Senate. Coercive measures had always ori- 
ginated with the immediate representatives of the 
people; not certainly for the want of constitutional 
power in the Senate; but most probably because 
the House of -Representatives emanated more im- 
mediately from, and were more directly responsible 
io, the people, who must bear the burdens of war; 
and under the Constitution, the House alone could 
originate the revenue bills without which war could 
not be prosecuted. 

He had made it his business to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 

f the House, and had been informed by that gen- 
ileman that the committee had then the subject un- 
dr their most serious consideration, and might be 
expected to come to some conclusion upon it 
within a few days. Under these ¢ircumstances, 
the committee of the Senate were of opinion that 
they ought, at the very least, to wait a reasonable 
lime, for the purpose of affording the popular 
branch of the Legislature an opportunity of ex- 
pressing their opinion. This delay was rendered 
more proper from the consideration, that whilst the 
Senate, at the last regular session, had adopted the 
resolution reported by their Committee on Foreign 
Relations, the House had not then expressed any 
opinion on the subject. The report of their com- 
mittee had not been acted upon. 

Such, said Mr. B. are the feelings and impres- 
sioas of the Committee on Foreign Relations. If 
he had mistaken them, the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Cray,] whom he observed in his place, could 
correct him. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the Senator from 
Peansylvania had stated correctly what had occur- 
red, and he perfectly agreed with him that the pro- 
per course was to leave the matter to the direction 
of the House of Representatives—the popular 
branch of the National Legislature. The present 
embarrassed state of the Treasury, which had been 
so feelingly alluded to by Senators on other occa- 

‘ons, and the present distracted state of the cur- 
reney, shou!d prevent, at least for the present, any 
resoit to belligerent steps. While up, he would 
ask a question which probably the Senator from 
Mississippicould answer. He (Mr. C.) had been 


All that he could | 


informed, but he hoped incorrestly, that the Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary from the United States, although 
appointed last winter one year, had never yet 
reached Mexico. An American citizen, residing 
in that city, had told him that the Minister had not 
arrived wken he left Mexico, He (Mr. C.) would 
like to ascertain the fact, and learn where the Mi- 
nister had been, and when he would be likely to 
reach there, &c. 

Mr. WALKER said, in reply to the question 
propounded to him by the Senator from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Cay] that our Minister to Mexico, he be- 
lieved, was still in this country; but his nomination 
was contingent, and the contingency had not oc- 
curred upon which our Minister could depart for 
Mexico. Mr. W. would say one word in answer 
to the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucuanan.] 
He could not agree that the Senate could with 
propriety delay to act upon this subject until 
the House acted; but if it was our duty to 
wait a reasonable period, that period has long 
since elapsed. The Senate had the same con- 
stitutional power as the House, it was con- 
ceded, to originate even a declaration of war. 
The Senate represents the States in their sove- 
reign capacity; and is the honor of these States 
less dear to the Senate than it is to the House of 
Representatives? and if the House, as I do not in- 
tend now to intimate, should delay or refuse to ori- 
ginate the necessary measures to vindicate the Na- 
tional honor, must the Senate submit, and refuse to 
exercise their constitutional power, in regard to 
a subject over which the Constitution gives the same 
power to the Senate as to the House of Repre- 
sentatives? If the Senate is bound to wait the 
action of the House on such a subject, would 
it not, on the same principles, be bound to adopt 
the opinions of the House when it did act, however 
different might be the views of this body? Mr. 
W. said he was unwilling to place the Senate in 
any such humiliating attitude. Why have aCom- 
mittee of Foreign Relations of the Senate, if, as 
regards the most important of these relations, we 
are to wait and abide by the action of the House of 
Representatives? The Senate was, with the Presi- 
dent, the sole treaty-making, as well as on these 
subjects, an equal and co-ordinate branch of the 
law-making, power, and whenever a proper case 0c- 
curs for the exercise of the powers confided to us 
by the Constitution, our constitutional duties are 
measured by our constitutional powers, and it is 
no excuse for delay or inaction on our part that the 
House delays or refuses to act upon a sub- 
ject in regard to which the powers of both 
Houses are admitted to be equal. In re- 
lation to the pecuniary claims of our citi- 
zens against Mexico, it was, however just those 
claims might be, entirely unimportant, when com- 
pared to the actual outrages committed by that Go- 
vernment upon our flag and our citizens. Some 
gentlemen seemed to think that the late attack 
upon the Columbia is the first instance of the kind 
that has occurred. Why, sir, said Mr. W. there 
are at least half a dozen cases of insults to our flag, 
and direct violence previously committed upon our 
citizens by Mexico, equally as atrocious as the case 
of the Columbia; and if the nation does not speedily 
inferpose to protect its honor, it will be regarded 
as having no honor to protect, and thus invite ag- 
gressions from other powers. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky deprecated the discus- 
sion as irregular and out of place. Nevertheless, 
he felt it due to himself, as a member of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations, and due to the Senate 
and to the country, to say, that while there was 
strong ground of complaint against Mexico, if we 
looked to the correspondence that had taken place 
on this subject, we would find that on our part 
there was much cause for deep and serious regret. 
What were the facts in the case? A Mr. Green- 
how, acilerk in one of the public offices, was de- 
spatched to Mexico with a large mass of documents, 
containing the claims of our cilizens, which were 
to be examined and reported on within ten days, or 
Mr. Greenhow was to return. Now those at all 
acquainted with the manner of doing business in 
the public offices, must know that it would have 
been impossible to have carefully examined them 
in so many weeks. The Minister for Foreign Af- 
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fairs of Mexico proceeded to take up these docu- 
ments, and examine them one by one, admitting 
the justice of some, and rejecting others; and while 
these matters were still in progress, suddenly the 
whole subject is threwn upon Congress, the Presi- 
dent telling that body he had no further negetiations 
to make with Mexico. 

Whenever a clear case was made out, he [Mr. 
C.] was ready to enforce on Mexico what was due 
to law and justice. No man was more ready, nor 
more willing, than himself to do all that was neces- 
sary to sustain the honor and dignity of the ration, 
and to exact from others reparation fer all wrongs 
that our citizens may have been madej to suffer. 
While he would go thus far, he could not help say- 
ing, and all who looked to the correspondence must 
admit the truth, that the want of dignity and the 
want of temper that had been manifested by per- 
sons connected with the Government in relation to 
this whole matter, was greatly to be deplored. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that although this debate 
wasentirely irregular, it had become necessary for 
him to say something more on the subject, even in 
regard to the remarks of his colleague on the com- 
mittee, who had just addressed the Senate, [Mr. 
Cray.] 

Qur complaints against Mexico were of a two- 
fold character. ‘Fhe Government of that country 
had not only refused to pay the just claims of our 
injured citizens, but, in several instances, had as- 
sailed our national honor, and insulted our national 
flag. For assaults and injuries of this description, 
pecuniary redress had never been demanded, and 
could never be accepted. No suitable explanation 
of these insults had ever been given, and no satis- 
faction had ever been rendered, although often de- 
manded. The remarks of the Senator fram Ken- 
tucky had not touched this part of the case. A 
gross insult had recently been offered to the Ameri- 
can flag, of a character requiring the most prompt 
and effectual redress, if we were to credit the 
statement published in the New Orleans papers 
which had lately reached this city. It appeared 
that a steamboat, under the American flag, pursa- 
ing her lawful commerce in our own sea, had been 
repeatedly fired upon and brought to by two Mex- 
ican vessels of war. In this situation, the engineer 
let the steam escape; and the noise so terrified these 
Mexican heroes, that they fell flat on their faces on 
the decks of their vessels, and the steamboat was 
thus-suffered to escape. Such was the account of 
this affair, given in the New Orleans Bee, and 
signed by the passengers in the steamboat, several 
of whom were known to be gentlemen of respecta- 
bility by members of the Senate. 

Mr. B. said he could present to the Senate, if 
this were the proper occasion, a number of other 
cases in which the honor of the American flag had 
been violated by Mexican officers with perfect im- 
punity. He believed that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky would be as unwilling as any other man to 
suffer these insults to be passed over wiilrout any 
redress. 

In regard to the claims of American citizens 
upon the Mexican Government for pecuniary re- 
dress, which had been spoken of by the Senator 
from Kentucky, the Mexican Secretary of Stats 
had pursued a most absurd course; but whether by 
design or accident, he would not at present express 
an opinion. After repeated and unavailing al- 
tempts had been made to obtain satisfaction for 
these claims, a solemn and formal demand was 
made upon the Mexican Government for redress, 
in July last, by our Secretary of State, in obedience 
to the stipulations of the treaty. A list of these, 
claims was presented to the Mexican Secretary, by 
Mr. Greenough, a special agent appointed tor this 
purpose, verified by competent proof. This, voder 
the treaty, was a necessary preliminary to war or 
reprisals. All these claims had been examined by 
our Secretary of State, and none were presenied 
which, in his opinion, were not founded upon jus- 
tice. Now what course had the Mexican Secretary 
adopted? He had obtained possession, in some 
unaccountable manner, of a copy of the printed lst 
of all the claims, good, bad, and indidereut, in 
which this Government had ever been asked by 
individuals to interpose, and which had been trans- 
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Jackson. “Accordingly, he went to work upon this 


list, instead of that which had been transmitted to 
him by the Secretary of State, and furnished for- 
mal answers in some ten or fifteen of the cases; in 
a majority of which no demand had been made by 
Mr. Forsyth upon the Mexican Government. Of 
course, these answers were triumphant in such cases 
as had been abandoned by our own Government. 

[Mr. Cray here observed that some of the claims 
had been admitted. } 

Mr. B. resumed. In one or two of the other 
cases presented in the official list, the justice of the 
claims was admitted; but no rational prospect of 
payment was presented. At the rate ef progres- 
sion with which the Mexican Secretary had hitherto 
proceeded, it would be years before he could go 
through this old printed list; and from any thing 
which appeared, the claimants would be as far 
from obtaining actual indemnification at the end of 
this process as they were in the beginning. 

He would be as far from censuring the Commit- 
tee gn Foreign Relations of the House for remiss- 
ness, as he was confident they were from deserving 
it. They best knew when and how to act for 
themselves. He had no desire to hurry their ac- 
tion, or inteffere with it in any manner. He had 
no doubt they would do their duty. If the Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Wacker] still remaimed un- 
satisfied with our condnct, let him introduce a reso- 
lution instructing the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions to act promptly and report a war measure. 
From the spirit he had evinced, he appears anxious 
to go to war at once. For his own part, Mr. B. 
said, he had no disposition to act in so hasty a man- 
ner. If he moved slowly towards his object, he 
trusted he should move surely. 

Mr. PRESTON, after making some remarks on 
the strong measures recommended by the Executive 
in relation to the affairs with Mexico, was glad that 
the Committee on Foreign Relations had not 
responded to the belligerent features recommended 
in the communication to Congress; for so long as 
there was the slightest hope that we could have our 
claims on that power settled without proceeding to 
ulterior means, he was willing to wait. War was 
always to be avoided, if possible; and, most of all, 
was it incumbent on us not to engage in it from pe- 
cuniary or sordid motives, so long as there existed 
the slightest chance of a proper settlement without 
it. But with regard to the insult offered to our 
flag, that was another matter. If the facts were 
as stated by gentlemen, why had they not been 
communicated by the Executive? Either the re- 
presentat‘ons were exaggerated by rumor, or the 
Executive had failed to do his duty. If, how- 
ever, it was true that our flag had been insulted 
in our own sea, (the Gulf of Mexico,) mare 
nostrum, as the Romans said of their own Medi- 
terranean, he would be as ready and willing as 
any man to preserve unsullied that flag; and 
whether the insult was offered by a proud and 
haughty nation, or fiom a weak and impotert 
power, like that of Mexico, it should not pass 
with impunity. 

Mr. BENTON said that the question as to how 
the debate originated, was easily answered. It 
commenced with an inquiry very properly made 
by the Senator from Mississippi of the chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations, which led 
to an explanation which all heard. He was one 
of those who saw and read in the New Orleans 
papers, the statement made by the passengers in 
the steamboat Columbia. That vessel was brought 
to by two Mexican vessels of war, fired into, and 
compelled to lie to, till by the noise occasioned by 
the engineer letting off his steam, the Mexicans 
were frightened away, and the steamboat escaped. 
We see in this, said Mr. B. that the flag of the 
United States was no protection to its citizens. It 
was the escape pipe letting off the steam that 
saved the passengers, and not the flag of the Uni- 
ted States. Since then, he had read in the New 
Orleans papers that the passengers in the same 
steamboat about sailing from New Orleans, 
placing no reliance on the flag of the United States, 
had armed themselves, as if against pirates; and it 
was further stated in the same papers, that when 
the vessel left the wharf, a vast number of persons 
crowded down to take leave of their friends going 
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in a perilous enterprise. Now the point he wished 
to call the attention of the Senate to, was that the 
flag of the United States, in our own sea, mare 
nostrum, Was no protection to the American citizen 
—he must trust to his arms. Withrespect to that 
rashness and precipation, ill temper and want 
of dignity, with which this Government was 
charged by the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cray,| for breaking off the negotiations to obtain 
redress for our injuries inflicted by Mexico, it was 
within his knowledge, and not from any informa- 
tion derived from Mexico, that the charge had no 
foundation. One of the cases was derived from 
Missouri. Two of its citizens, Julius De Mun, 
and Auguste Choteau, engaged in trade on the Ar- 
kansas river, under the license of the Governor of 
Missouri, and with a capital of $30,000, trading 
with our own Indians, and in our own territory; 
these citizens were seized upon by 200 Mexican 
dragoons from Santa Fe, one of them compelled to 
go up and down the river, under an escort of Mexi 
can dragoons, to show a fort that they alleged was 
building to garrison 20,000 men for the purpose of 
invading Mexico; and when he could show no fort, 
he and his companion were carried to Santa Fe, 
and thrown intoa dungeon for forty days. This 
was not all. They were brought to trial, and De 
Mun, understanding the Spanish language, repeat- 
edly heard the Governor say to his officers, ‘‘these 
men must be shot.” But they were not shot, though 
their property, $30,000 worth, was taken from 
them, and they, with their followers, forty in num- 
ber, without arms, and without subsistence of any 
kind, were turned loose to make their way back, 
900 miles, through a wilderness infested by tribes 
of savages of the worst description. They arrived 
safe at St. Louis, and, immediately on their arrival, 
made known their grievances to our Government, 
and from that day to this they have not received 
one particle of redress. All this took place twenty 
years ago, and although the claims of these injured 
citizens have been frequently pressed upon the 
Mexican Government, supported by the most in- 
dubitable testimony, they have not received remu- 
neration for their property to the value of one cent. 
After all this, said Mr. B. we are told of precipita- 
tion, and the Administration is to be accused of 
rashness for breaking off the negotiations, when 
every man believes thatif we were to negotiate till 
doomsday we should be as far off from redress as 
ever. No, sir, said Mr. B. our citizens have been 
plundered, our soil invaded, and our flag insulted, 
aud we have not received, nor are we likely to re- 
ceive, from that Government, one word of apology 
or atonement. 

Mr. KING thought the debate exceedingly ill- 
timed, and he regretted the manner in which it had 
been brought up. Being a member of the commit- 
tee, he had concu red with them that, under all the 
circumstances of the case, it would be better for 
the Senate to wait for the action of the House of 
Representatives, and he still entertained that opi- 
nion. He was a little surprised at the remarks of 
the Senator from Kentucky, censuring the Admi- 
nistration as having acted rashly and with precipi- 
tation in terminating the negotiation where they did. 
Surely no one would look into the documents com- 
municated by the Government, without seeing that 
the greatest forbearance had been exercised for 
years towards Mexico, and that this Government 
had acted towards that power with a leniency that 
it would not have shown to the most powerful 
Government of Europe; in fact, that it had for- 
borne till forbearance ceased to be a virtue. After 
all this, they were now told by the Senator from 
Kentucky that the President had acted with unne- 
cessary heat and precipitation in suspending all 
furtber demands for redress, and submitting the 
whole affair to the action of Congress. The Ad- 
ministration, said Mr. K. was very unfortunately 
situated. The Senator from South Carotina com- 
plained that the President had been remiss in his 
duty in not communicating the fact of the late out- 
rage on the steamboat Columbia to Congress, while 
the Senator from Kentucky, on the other hand, 
charged the Government with being too rash and 
precipitate. Why, sir, the information as to the 
outrage on the Columbia had been received here 
only two or three days past, and that, too, by a 


slip cut from a New Orleans paper and forwarded 
by the Express mail; and there was no reason to 
believe that the Government had as yet received 
any authentic or official account of the affair 
though there was no doubt as to the truth of the 
circumstances connected with it. He himself knew 
the names of several of the persons signed to the 
Statement in the newspapers, and he would take 
the occasion to say that they were gentlemen of 
respectability and veracity But would the Sena. 
tor from South Carolina have the President make a 
newspaper statement the subject of a grave com. 
munication to Congress?’ This would, indeed, be 
acting with a degree of rashness and precipitation 
of which the Senator from Kentucky would well 
have a right to complain. 

He was fully aware that his friend from Missis. 
sippi had strong feelings on the subject. He knew 
his high and chivalrous devotion to the honor of 
his country. But while he was so regardful of the 
honor and interests of his own country, weuld he 
incur the risk of violating the rights of others? Let 
him, Mr. K. said, wait a reasonable time, and if 
atonement is not made, then let him recommend 
the course of action which honor requires. The 
course of the Mexican Government could be de- 
fended by no one. Still it was not necessary for 
the Senate to be hurried into any hasty action with 
regard toher. But when the time arrived when it 
should become necessary to act, he for one would be 
prepared to goany lengths necessary tcfvindicate our 
national honor, and protect our citizens from outrage 
or injury. He knew that many of the cases of 
complaint against Mexico would not bear scrutiny, 
and this was the case of the one brought up by his 
friend from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] for the inju- 
ry there complained of was not committed under 
the present Government of Mexico, but by the offi- 
cers of Spain. 

That, however, was not now the question. 
All that he rose to say was to rescue the Govern- 
ment of the United States from the charges of the 
Senator from Kentucky, and to maintain that it 
had manifested the greatest forbearance and con- 
ciliation towards a Government that had been for 
years insulting our fag, and plundering our citi- 
zens, and evading, by the most flimsy pretexts, our 
demands for redress. The Senator from Kentucky 
asks, why is not our Minister to Mexico at his 
post? The Senator knew, or should know, that 
the state of things had not arisen wnder which the 
Minister, appointed during the last session, was to 
go to Mexico. Fur what purpose make it a cause 
ofcomplaint? Mr. Ellis was nominated for that 
mission when it was known that all diplomatic in- 
tercourse with Mexico had terminated, and would 
not be resumed until a favorable answer should be 
returned to the final demand for redress, about to 
be sent by a special messenger. Our Minister had 
withdrawn from that country; and their Minister 
had left here, scattering his calumnies behind him. 
In this state of things the President, in a spirit of 
conciliation highly creditable to him, nominated 
Mr. Ellis as Minister to Mexico, in the following 
words, “to be sent whenever circumstances will 
permit a renewal of diplomatic intercourse hono- 
rably with that power.” Would it, he would ask 
of the Senator from Kentucky, be consistent with 
our high sense of honor to send a Minister to that 
Republic while eur final and solemn appeal to 
them for justice was unanswered? He knew taat 
the Senator from Kentucky would not be of opi- 
nion that we should send a Minister there while 
the outrages and injuries of which we have so ofien 
complained, remained unatoned for. He had no 
intention in rising (said Mr. K.) to protract this 
unnecessary debate. All he rose for was, first to 
vindicate the Administration from the charge ol 
precipitancy and want of forbearance; secondly, 
for not having communicated the circumstances of 
the late outrage to Congress; and lastly, to explaia 
why it would not be proper for our Minister w g0 
to Mexic~ in the present state of our affairs with 
that country. 

Mr. CLAY still maintained that there had been 
a precipitancy shown in the matter, unbecoming 
the Executive of a great nation. Many of the 
claims set up against Mexico were not based on 
justice, and, as such, were rejected. Of this cha- 
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racter he might say was that alladed to by the Se- 
nator from Missouri; Mexico only became an in- 
dependent nation in 1824, while the claim of Chou- 
teau and others originated many years before, when 
Mexico was a province of Spain. That demand 
ought, therefore, rather to have been pressed at 
Madrid than at Mexico. Where was the injury to 
accrue from a spirit of forbearance? Had we not 
waited with France, with Spain, with Naples, and 
with Holland? 

If the present were a suitable and proper time to 
go into this subject, it would only be necessary for 
him to advert to the correspondence to establish all 
he had said. Had not the clerk, Greenhow, been 
sent to Mexico, with instructions that, if an answer 
was not given within ten days, he should return 
back again? Well, what did Mexico do? Why, 
the Secretary of State proceeded with as much de- 
spatch as ministers usually do, and instructions 
were made out to the Mexican Minister here, show- 
ing that the claims were undergoing revision, and 
that fourteen of them had already been examined; 
and while the rest were yet in progress, the Presi- 
dent of the United States throws the whole matter 
upon Congress. The demand was such, in the 
first place, as no power, having a proper respect 
for itself, would have permitted; and in the second, 
would not have been complied with, because much 
of the evidence bearing upon these claims was at 
Vera Cruz, and other places distant from Mexico. 
He [Mr. C.] would repeat what he had before ob- 
served, that he was as ready as ary man in the 
nation to exact justice, and to vindicate the honor 
and the glory of the country. With respect to the 
affair of the steamboat, it was not before us at pre- 
sent. It had not been communicated to us in an 
official shape, and he therefore thought it would be 
premature to mix up that affair with the other mat- 
ters, to excite angry feelings for the purpose of pre- 
¢ pitating us, at atime when the Treasury was 
empty, with so weak and impotent a power as 
that of Mexico. 

Mr. BENTON would make a single remark in 
relation to the claim of Mr. Chotean and others, as 
he had alluded to that peculiar case of tyranny and 
injustice on the part of the Spanish authorities. 
The depredation on the property of these American 
citizens was committed in 1817, pending the revo- 
lution which eventuated in their independence of 
Mexico; it was committed, too, by the local autho- 
rities, and no doubt could be entertained that Mexi- 
co was responsible for the wrong, by the law of 
nations. 

Mr. WALKER said he merely rose to give no- 
tice that, if no report were made in regard to our 
relations with Mexico, within a short period, either 
in the Senate or the House of Representatives, he 
would move a resojution to test the sense of the 
Senate upon this subject. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was extremely sorry to pro- 
long this unprofitable discussion, and he did not 
care how soon the Senator from Mississippi intro- 
duced his resolution. Had any person here inti- 
mated that, under the Constitution, the Senate 
could not originate a war measure? Certainly not. 
It did not follow, however, that it was our duty to 
do every thing which we had the power to do, 
without regard to propriety or expediency; and in 
a case of this kind, he thought there was great pro- 
priety, as well as expediency, in leaving the intro- 
duction of any coercive measure to the House of 
Representatives. They came immediately from 
the people, and returned sooner to the people to 
give an account of their conduct. Besides, they, 
and they alone, could originate the revenue bills, 
by means of which war was to be conducted. 
Any attempt on our part improperly to hurry them, 
orto censure their delay, might arouse feelings 
which would retard, rather than accelerate, their 
action. He should be glad the Senator from 
Mississippi would introduce his resolution, and 
take a vote of the Senate upon the question. 

A few words in reply to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. So far as he had stated the question, he 
had stated it correctly; but he had commenced at 
the conclusion, and it was proper that the Senate 
and the country should understand the origin and 
— of our existing difficulties with Mexico. 

e admitted that if the late demand upon that Go- 


vernment for justice to our citizens had been the 

first which was ever made, it would have been 

pretty prompt and energetic. But this was far 

from being the case. Our citizens had for many 

years been suffering repeated and aggravated inju- 

ries from Mexico, without any pretext or apology 

whatever, unless it might be found in the fact that, 

during almost the whole period of its existence, the 

Government of that country had been in a revolu- 
tionary state. It might be trne that some of our 
claims were not well founded; but there were many 

others of the justice of which there could not be a 
doubt. If any Senator would take the trouble of 
reading all the documents, he would find that 
redress had been over and over again de- 
manded, and this Government had been put off, 
year after year, under the pretence that further 
time was necessary to collect proofs, and other rea- 
sons equally frivolous. Of all these claims, redress 
had not been obtained, according to his recollec- 
tion, in a single instance; and to all human appear- 
ance we were now as far from it as ever. After 
having foreborne, on account of our friendly feel- 
ings towards a sister republic, until forbearance was 
no longer a virtue, General Jackson sent a message 
to Congress, at the last regular session, recommend- 
ing reprisals upon a contingency with the nature of 
which he need not now detain the Senate. The sub- 
ject was referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations,and, upon examining the treaty with Mexico, 
they found that, before reprisais conld be resorted 
to, another and more formal demand must be made 
in the manner prescribed by one of tie articles of 
that treaty. It was the tone and manner of this 
last demand, and the short time allowed for an an- 
swer, of which the Senator from Kentucky had 
complained. In his, Mr. B’s opinion, this article 
of the treaty, which required the last demand, and 
specified the form, was exceedingly impolitic and 
unwise; a remark which he thought might be made 
with justice, in regard to several provisions 
in our modern treaties. Had it not been for this 
article, there was no reason, either in justice or in 
the law of nations, why we might not have resorted 
to coercive measures without any such formal pro- 
ceeding. Demands had been made previously, 
again and again, for many years, without the 
slightest success; unless we might except the case 
in which a Mexican officer was removed from his 
station fora gross insult to onr flag, but was rewarded 
a short time afterwards by being elevated to a 
higher station. 

A state of things now existed in regard to Mexico 
requiring the most prompt and energetic action. If 
something should not soon be done to bring that 
Government to reason, our commercial intercourse 
with them, secured by the faith of treaties, must be 
abandoned. He had been assured, from authority 
on which he relied, that neither the American name, 
nor the American flag, was any protection to Ame- 
rican citizens in Mexico. They were rapidly leav- 
ing thatcountry, where they had a right to engage 
in lawful trade, having in vain appea'ed to the Go- 
vernment of their own country for protection. 
American citizéns were now afraid to go to Mexico 
at all. 

Mr. B. believed that the most prompt and ener- 
getic measures had now become necessary, and 
that a resort to them would be the most certain 
means ofavoiding war. Hecould not agree with 
the Senator from Kentucky that any considerations, 
as to the deranged state of our paper currency, 
should be taken into view in deciding this ques- 
tion. If the national honor demanded vindication, 
he could not consent that we should be arrested 
by the present state of the Treasury. This little 
cloud, Mr. B. said, would soon pass away, and 
the boundless resources of our country were yet 
unimpaired. The Senator from Kentucky him- 
self, unless he had greatly mistaken his character, 
would be one of the last men to suffer the flag 
of his country to be ontraged, and the property otf 
our citizens plundered with impunity, merely be- 
cause the banks had suspended specie payments. 
Millicns to defend our rights, but neta cent for 
tribute. 

Mr. GRUNDY rose, and observed that, as the 
Graduation bill was about to be taken up, he 
wished gentlemen interested in it to make as much 
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progress with it as in their power, and, if possible, 


terminate the discussion on it before the end of the 
week, as he should feel it to be his duty to ask the 
Senate on Monday next to take up the bill to pro- 
hibit the issuing and circulating the bills and notes 
of the old United States Bank. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to provide for the graduation and reduction of the 
price of the public lands; when 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. addressed the Senate at some 
length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. GRUNDY then rose and submitted an 
amendment, to render the bill as already amended 
by him more perfect, and to do away with the pos- 


| sibility of a misconstruction of it, i. e. to make it 


operate only on lands that have been offered at 
public sale. 

After some remarks from Messrs. CLAY of 
Alabama, CLAY of Kentucky, and GRUNDY, 
the amendment was agreed to. 

After the consideration of executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, April 12, 1838. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, on leave, presented sundry 
petitions on the subject of the late duel. 

Mr. McKENNAN also presented two petitions 
on the same subject. 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr. NAYLOR asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, at as 
early a time as practicable, whether the number of 
the scienufic corps appointed to the Exploring Ex- 
pedition has been, or is to be reduced; and if so, to 
communicate the names of those who are to be dis- 
missed; copies of their appointments, and causes of 
the reduction, as also copies of all letters and corg 
respondence which have passed between them, or 
either of them, and the Secretary of the Navy, Se- 
cretary of War, Commissioners of the Navy Board, 
or any other agent or officer of the United States, 
relative to the matters connected with the objects, 
preparation, outfit, and sailing of the Expedition. 

Objection being made, Mr. N. moved a_ suspen- 
sion of the rule, but the House refused 

Mr. NAYLOR asked leave also to submit the 
following: 

“Whereas a resolution has passed this House 
or the 7th of December last, requesting the Presi- 
dent of the United States ‘to furnish to this 
House (among other things) copies of all letters, 


| documents, and communications, which have pass- 


ed between the Secretary of the Navy, the Com- 
missioners of the Navy Board, the officers or per- 
sons relative to all matters connected with the pre- 
paration, outfit, and sailing of the Exploring Ex- 
pedition; 4nd, whereas, This House has not yet 
been furnished with the documents, letters, and 
communications called for, although upwards of 
four months have elapsed since the passage of the 
resolution, and the session is now drawing towards 
a close; therefore, 

Resolved, That the President of the the United 
States be requested to infcrm this House whether 
or not he intends to comply with the request of this 
resolution, by transmitting the copies of the docu- 
ments, letters, and papers called for; and why they 
have not long since been furnished.” 

Objection being made, Mr. N. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, when, on taking the question, the 
ayes were 28, noes 57, no quorum. 

Mr. HAYNES moved a call of the House. 

Mr. McKENNAN appealed to his colleague to 
withdraw his motion, but he did not assent. 

Mr. PETRIKEN asked for the yeas and nays 
on the call, which were ordered, and were yeas 58,. 
nays 63, so the House refused the call. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
suspend the rule, 

Mr. INGHAM stated that the correspondence 
was very volumnious, and would be sent in ina 
very few days. 

The House refused to suspend the rule. 

Mr. HAYNES asked leave to move a referenee 
to the Post Office Committee, but it was objedied to, 
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On motion of Mr. POPE, the vacancy on the 
Library Committee, occasioned by the resignation 
of Mr. Parron, was directed to be filled up. 

On motion of Me CAMBRi LENG, the Com- 
mittee #f Ways and Means was discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorial of the 
Superintendent of the Southwest Executive Build- 
ing, and the same was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked leave to 
make a suggestion to the House in relation to the 
business on the private calendar. The bill for the 
establishment of a commission of claims had been 
made the special order for Friday next, and Mr. 
W. would suggest the expediency and propriety of 
extending that order, and to-morrow and next day 
taking up and acting on such bills as would not 
elicit debate, so that they might be sent to the other 
branch. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred with the gen- 
leman in the propriety of acting on some of the 
private bills, but he thought the proper course 
would be to annul the special order, suffer the re- 
gular business to progress, and thereby leaving the 
House at liberty to take up the other bill at some 
other time. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY could not assent to this, 
and preferred an extension of the special order. 

The conversation then dropped. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Herman 
Harris. 

TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

Mr. YELL begged leave to propound an inquiry 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. It would be 
recollected that some time since a memorial had 
been presented to the House by him, and referred 
to that cammittee, on the subject of the boundary 
lime between the United States and Texas. Lis 
apology for propounding the question would be 
found in the importance of the subject, not only to 
the State he had the honor to represent, but to the 
General Government; for that of Texas had opened 
a land office within what had been heretofore con- 
sidered the limits of the United States, and were 
selling the !and there. 

Mr. HOWARD [the chairman of the committee] 
replied, that the committee had held but one meet- 
ing since that subject was referred to them; and 
then they found themselves in otuer matters of ur- 
gent importance. He could, however, state to the 
gentleman that he was himself aware of the pro- 
priety of some further action of Congress on this 
subject; and he should avail himself of the earliest 
opportunity of calling the attention of Congress 
to it. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee on Patents, reported a bill for the relief of 
Hazard Knowles. 


WYOMING FLAG. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the select committee 
raised on the subject, reported a joint resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of War to deliver up to 
the people of that valley the Wyoming flag, now 
in the War Department, in case the people thereof 
desire. 

Mr. U. made a statement in relation to this sub- 
ject, stating that there were a number of misstate- 
ments and inaccuracies in Botta’s history of the 
battle; in fact, wholly misrepresenting the whole 
affair. Mr. U. also corrected an erroneous impres- 
sien in relation to the fag. It was not the flag of 
the ancestors of the people of Wyoming, as had 
been at first supposed, but that of the enemy. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that as the flag was not 
that of the Wyoming fort, but of the enemy, and 
as no general petition had come on from the dis- 
trict asking for it, but only one from a single indi- 
vidual, and as several respectable men from that 
section now in this city had stated that they did not 
want this banner, he moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. Mr. P. however, temporarily with- 
drew the motion at the request of 

Mr. POTTER, who made a very interesting and 
curious statement in relation to the bloody massa- 
cre at Wyoming, exposing the gross and glaring 
falehoods of the history of it by Botta. Mr. P's 
speech will be given as soon as it can be prepared. 
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Mr. PETRIKIN then renewed his motion, 
which prevailed, and the resolution was laid on the 
table 

On mouon of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Hous 
passed tu the orders of the day 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The consideration of the “bill making appropri- 
ations for the Cumberland road, in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Lilinois” was then resumed, on 
its third reading, and concurrence with the com- 
mittee of the whole i: their amendmeats. 

The question was on the motion of Mr. UN- 
DERWOOD to recommit the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, with instructions to report, in 
lieu thereof, a bill ceding the road to the States 
through which it passes. 

Mr. EWING moved a proviso thereto, to the 
effect that the surrender should take place only in 
the event ofan equal amount of money having been 
expended on the road west, that there had been on 
that east of the river prior to the surrender of the 
latter portion thereof. . 

Mr. POPE, who was entitled to. the floor, op- 
posed the propusition of his colleague, both on the 
ground of expediency, and as requiring the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to perform a duty 
which was not within their province. Mr. P. then 
went into the subject at some length, in order to de- 
monstrate the binding and existing validity of the 
compact between the United States and those 
States, and the expediency and propriety of com- 
pleting this great work. 

Mr. HOLSEY replied to Mr. POPE, and denied 
the force of the special compact set up as a prece- 
dent for this work, that the other States had ever 
consented to it, or that it was of any validity, since 
the States which derived the sole benefit had given 
no consideration for it. Mr. H. supported the mo- 
tion of Mr. UNDERWOOD at considerable length. 

Mr. ROBERTSON followed on the same side. 

Mr. RARIDEN replied to the objections urged 
against the measure, and went into a history of the 
various enactments on the subject, &c. warmly 
urging its passage. 

Mr. ATHERTON gave his views against the 
bill, and the whole system of internal improve- 
ments by the General Government, and in support 

of the motion to recommit the bill, disclaiming, as 
a member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
his having given an assent to the bill being reported. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
GOODE and MERCER, in support of the bill; 
when 

Mr. HAYNES took the floor, and yielded to a 
general exclamation to adjourn; and on his motien, 

The House adjourned. 

Correction.—In the brief sketch of Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG’s first remarks in last evening’s Globe, op 
his motion to bring the House to a direct vote on 
the Exploring Expedition, there is some confusion, 
as will be seen by referring to the subsequent re- 
marks of Mr. C. which are consistent with the fol- 
lowing: 

Mr. C. said that he had anticipated a motion to 
strike out the appropriation for the Exploring Ex- 
pedition, and was prepared to furnish the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Monrcomery] with the 
amount of the reduction which would be required 
under each head, in case the House should decide 
to discontinue it after the Ist of May. Te sug- 
gested to the gentleman to withdraw his motion to 
recommit the bill, and to move to reduce the appro- 
priations, so that the House might come to a direct 
vote upon it. Mr. C. himself should vote against 
the reduction, and in favor of the expedition, but 
made the suggestion to enable the House to come 


to a direct vote, and to facilitate the passage of the 
bill. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 12, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the 
late teaty made with the Cherokees may be con- 
sidered: laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the proceedings of 
a meeting held in the county of Washington, Penn. 
on the subject of the late duel, and recommending 











ee 
Congress to pass a law prohibiting any person w),, 
shall be engaged in a duel, from holding any offic. 
of honor, profit, or trast under the Government: |q.) 


/ on ihbe table, and ordered to be printed. 


The aci supplementary to the act entitled an act 
to provide for the adjustment of titles to lands mm 
the town of Detroit, State of Michigan, was read 
the third time and passed. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resu|y. 
tion, which was read: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
and he hereby is, directed, in settling and adjusting 
the pay of the Senators, to deduct from the per diew 


allowance, the number of days any Senator may 


hereafter absent himself from the Senate, withvy 
first obtaining leave of absence, unless he may be 
unavoidably detained from his seat by his own 
sickness. 

Mr. GRUNDY said it would be better to take 
up the resolution, and decide upon it at once, a: 
he thought it contained an implied censure upon 
the conduct of Senators of that body. It did hot, 
however, apply to him individually, for he belieyeq 
he might safely say that he had never lost a day 
from his public duties in his life, when well enough 
to attend to them. It was objectionable in anvther 
point of view: though the money was but a sina!| 
matter, yet how was the Secretary to ascertain, un- 
less he called a roll, as they did in camp, who were 
and who were not absent? Besides, Senators had 
frequently to attend the public offices upon the bu- 
siness of their constituents, and business connected 
with their duties in the Senate. Mr. G. had no 
doubt but the Senator from Michigan was actuated 
by the best motives, but he thought the resolution 
uncalled for, and he hoped it would be disposed of 
at once, either by laying it on the table or reject- 
ing it. 

The CHAIR said that as the consideration of the 
resolution was objected to, there was no questivy 
before the Senate. 

Mr. NORVELL trusted that he would at leas! 
be permitted to reply to the Senator from Tennes- 
see. He did not offer this resolution without con- 
sultation, nor without consideration; and, notwith- 
standing the opinions of the Senator from Tennes- 
see, he still thought that its adoption would pro- 
duce some practical benefit. We have seen, he 
continued, for weeks, the Senate frequently doing 
business without a quorum, and several times the 
business actua:ly suspended for want of one So 
far as he was personally concerned, it was known 
to the Senate that he was not subject to a charge of 
want of liberality in money matters; he was sorry 
to say that the reverse was applicable to him. Bui 
there must be some mode adopted to keep a quo- 
rum of the body in attendance. It was not right 
that Senators should be sitting here, laboring from 
day to day, while others were absent in the pursuit 
of their own business, or of pleasure. His object 
was not to save money, butto adopt some means 
of inducing Senators to attend to their duties, ani 
to the great business and interests of the nation. 

Mr. BENTON said there was already a rule of 
the Senate which forbid any member to be absent 
without leave. When he first came here, exghicen 
years ago, it was a regular thing to ask leave when 
a Senator wished to absent himself; in later days, 
however, leave was never asked; men go ofl, aud 
stay off, to the prejudice of the public business. 
He had known instances where business had beea 
delayed; and more: he would say that he had also 
known instances where it had been precipitated \ 
consequence of such absence, and he felt pleased 
that the Senator from Michigan had introduced the 
subject. The deduction of the money was matler 
of little moment; but it was a matter of some mo- 
ment that Senators should not be absent at a tme 
when their services were wanted for the public 
business. 

The resolution, according to the rules of the Se- 
nate, lies upon the table one day. 


Mr. WHITE, from the select committee ap- 
inted to consider the subject of the letter of the 
on. Joun Rucctes, a Senator from the State of 
Maine, and the charges brought against him, made 
a report thereon, accompanied by sundry doca- 
ments; the report concluding with a resolution, 
which the committee recommends to the Senate for 
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its adoption; that there is no satisfactory evidence 
to sustain the charge made by Henry Jones against 
ihe Mon. Joun Rucctes, and that it is inexpedient 
for the Senate to entertain any further proceedings 
on the subject. 

Mr. W. moved that the report and documents 
be printed; which was ordered. ' 

Mr. GRUNDY said that although this matter 
was confined to a single individual, yet in his opi- 
nion, it was matter of public concern, and as the 

ublic would necessarily feel a more than usual in- 
terest in the case, he would move to print five hun- 
dred extra copies. 

Mr. WHITE made some explanatory remarks, 
which could not be distinctly heard. 

Mr. KING oppused the printing, on the ground 
of its being a private affair, and therefore unneces- 
sary; besides which, the report being short, would 
sood find its way into all the newspapers of the 


day. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that so far as he was con- 
cerned, he had the fullest confidence in the com- 
mittee, and was perfectly satisfied with the correct- 
ness of that report, but there might be others who 
preferred to draw their own conclusions from the 
evidence, and hence it would be as well to give 
them an opportunity of indulging their wishes. 
Again, it was probable that the whole State which 
the subject of that report represented in part, might 
feel a deep interest in the subject; he therefore 
hoped the motion to print would prevail. The 
question on printing being taken, was adopted. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which had been referre! the bill 
giving the right of way to the Chicago and Galena 
Railroad Company, reported the same with an 
amendment, which was read. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Jabez L. White and Asa 
White; and 

The bill for the relief of James Dutton. 

The following bills were severaily read the second 
time and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to a third reading: 

The bill for the relief of Elias Johns; 

The bill for the relief of Christopher Clarke; 

The bill for the relief of Doctor Thomas Cooper, 
of South Carolina; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Marshall, and the 
legal representatives of John Marshall. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bifl 
to provide for the graduation and reduction of the 
price of the public lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strtke out the follow- 
ing: And all lands which shall have been so offered 
for fifteen years, shall be subject to entry at one 
dollar per acre for the space of twelve months; and 
after that time, the same shall be subject to entry 
at seventy-five cents per acre for the space of 
twelve months, and afier that time the same shall 
be subject to entry at fifty cents per acre. The 
effect of which is to leave the minimum at one dol- 
lar per acre for the space of one year for lands 
which shall have been in the market ten years 
prior to the 30th September, 1838; and after that 
time the minimum is to be 75 cents per acre. 

Mr. TIPTON hoped the amendment would not 
prevail. If it did, he should care very little about 
the bill, as the State in which he lived was inte- 
rested in the provision proposed to be strieken out 
more than any other. 

Mr. HUBBARD suggested to the Senator frem 
Indiana,that the provision which he wished to have 
stricken out, would have no operative effect for 
two years. If it was stricken out he would vote 
for the bill; but if not, as much as he was in favor 
of the principle of reduction, he must vote against it. 

Mr. TIPTON said he should like to have the 
gentieman’s vote, but was unwilling to pay so dear 
for it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. HUB- 
BARD'S motion, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the engrossment of 
the bill, Messrs. WALKER and BENTON seve- 
rally addressed the Senate at length in its favor, 


and in reply to Mr. Cray’s speech of yesterday; 
after which, 



































































































CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN spoke briefly in opposition 
to the bill. 

Mr. TIPTON then offered an amendment, pro- 
viding that no person shall enter more than one 
quarter section of land under the provisions of 
this bill. 

A debate then ensued, in which Mr. TIPTON 
supported the amendment, and Messrs. WALKER, 
SEVIER, ROBINSON, KING, and BENTON, 
opposed it; when 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking cut “one quarter section,” and 
inserting “one section;” which motion was adopted— 
ayes 18, noes 14. 

Mr. W. moved further to amend the amendment 
by inserting as follows: “Provided, also, That no one 
shall be prohibited from erftering any quantity, as | 
herefore, of lands embraced in this act, at the price 
of one dollar and a quarter per acre.” 

Mr. TIPTON having accepted this as a modifi- 
cation of his amendment, the question was taken | 
on the amendment, as amended, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 23, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Clay of Ken- | 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, 
McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tipton, Walker, Wall, | 
and Williaims—23. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Alabama, Ful- | 
ton, Grundy, King, Linu, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nor- | 
vell, Robinson, Sevier, Trotter, White, and 
Young—14. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading—yeas 21, nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Benton, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith of Indiana, Tipton, Trotter, Walker, | 
White, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Presion, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith of | 
Connecticut, Swift, Wall, and Williams—16. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, April 13, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. ATHERTON, on leave, presented a memo- 
rial from the inhabitants of the town of Antrim, in 
the county of Hillsborough, State of New Haimp- 
shire, which town contains three hundred and 
seventeen legal voters, praying, agreeably to an 
unanimous vote of a full meeting of the citizens of 
said town, for the passage of a law to suppress the 
practice of duelling. 

Mr. DARLINGTON asked leave to present a 
similar memorial. 

Mr. MAXWELL of New Jersey objected. 

Mr. DARLINGTON moved a suspension of the 
rule, whereupon Mr. M. withdrew his objection, 
and the memorial was presented; and, together with 
jhe preeeding one, referred to the select committee 
having the subject under investigation. 

TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. CAMBREELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill supplementary 
to the act authorizing the issuing of Treasury notes. 

The bill was in the following words: 

A BILL supplementary to the act entitled “An act 
to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States, is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued according to the provisions of an 
act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of | 
Treasury notes,” approved the 12th day of Octo- 
ber last, in place of Syth notes ax have been issued 
under the authority of the act aforesaid, and which 
have been paid into ihe Treasury and cancelled. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG stated, for the information 
of the House, that almost the whole revenue was 
unavailable, as it was now paid in the Treasury 
notes authorized by the act of Uetober last. As 
the appropriation bills created at this time heavy 
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drafis upon the Treasury, it was obviously neces- 
sary to authorize the Secretary to replace the notes 
so paid in and cancelled, by others to an equal 
amount. He should ask the House, during the 
next week, to consider this bill, as it was indispen- 
sably necessary to continue the operations of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland begged to inquire 
if any additional issue was proposed by this bill? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied in the negative. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio then renewed the 
application made by him yesterday to extend the 

special order till next Friday, in order to progress 
with such private bills as would not elicit debate, 
and, after a few words from Mr. WILLIAMS of 
North Carolina, Mr. CRAIG of Virginia, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, the first of the motion, to extend 
the special order, was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the second 
branch of the motion, 

Mr. THOMAS suggested the taking up the re- 
solution submitted by him some time since, to 
amend the rules so as, on the first Friday of each 
month, to call over the private calendar, and act 
on such bills as would not elicit debate; but it was 
objected to. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WILLIAMS 
of North Carolina, YELL, and THOMPSON, in 
opposition to the orginal motion, 

Mr. HAMER suggested a modification, that the 
House first act on those which would not elicit de- 
bate, and Mr. WHITTLESEY having so modi- 
fied the order, it was agreed to—ayes 101, noes 46. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Daniel Snyder. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were discharged from the further 
consideration of sundry estimates for buildings at 
West Point, and they were referred to the Cemmit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CASEY, trom the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
for the relief of George Davenport. 

Mr. BOON, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of Wm. S. L. Dering ; 
which was laid on the table. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee the 
District of Columbia, made an unfavorable report 
on the case of William Graham. 

Mr. HUNTER of Virginia asked the consent of 
the House to take up the bill to extend the charter 
of the Union Bank of Georgetown. [The bill was 
merely to enable the institution to wind up its con- 
cerns, the charter expiring on the 4th of July next; 
and the extension was for one year.]} 

The motion was assented to; and after a few 
words in its support from Mr. BOULDIN, the 
House went into Committee on said bill, Mr. 
HOPKINS in the Chair; and 

After some remarks from Mr. FILLMORE and 
Mr. HUNTER, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to extend the time to 
1845, for which the trustee or trustees would be 
liable for any debts due; which was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill, 
the amendment was concurred in, and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-day. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Commitiee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Francis 
Cazeau. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bil! for the relief 
of the widow and heirs of the late Captain John A. 
Hopper, deceased. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill to authorize the issuing of land patents to the 
heirs of Francis Rivaud. 

Mr. GRENNELL, from the Committee on Mi- 
luiary Affairs, reported without amendment Senate 
bill for the relief of Anne S. Heilman. 

Mr. G. also reported without amendment Senate 
bill for the relief of Mary A. Patrick. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 

' lutionary Pensions, reported with an amendment 
| Senate bill granting half pay and pensions to wi- 
dows of certain officers. 
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